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THE, 


Toru. 


READER: 


6 \F our Manners and Pt ie ire 


refin 4. honlae; Ws ld p: F; 
with us, and 6 fe Je int 
 grees arrive to 

Giants , Dragons, and _ GO ted 
Caſtles., which maze ſo puck 7704 ein 
Romances of former times.., are 270 
longer beard of. The Con uſers, "OW. 
conſult Nature , and 'endeaven ts exhi- | 
bit her- true and lively Poriggit? * In All | 


their - works M4 aud ”" linck Tn rudtion 


with Pelght, "that w ile the Re Fi er gajes- 
for or't Pig he fo ilews. both., they cajole. ; 
A and 


3 


The :Tranflator 
and ſurprize him into Vertye , and make 
him good wh:n he never dreams*pre. 
But it 1s not my Province to plead or 
Ranances , be they guod or bad, ſince 
they are now; ſo much 4n wiewe inthe 
World , a :d make ſo conſiderable a part of 
the paliter Learning. : 'tis preſumed the 
Ingenious have a Curioſity , and deſire 4 
more perfet? acccunt of them , then poſſi- 
bly hitherto they have met withall, ** 
The generality are fo much in the dark 
about theſe matters , they neither know 
whence they ſpring , nor how they - got the 
name of Romances. The two lealian 
Authors , cited in this Treatiſe , were it 


ſhould | ſeem ailizent enourh in their re- © 


ſearches :.yet you will find what pitiful 
conjetturcs they were forced upon, and 


how n ide they ſhoot from the mark , while 


from Rheyms. | 
Tou will find in'our Author, beſfid s.his 
great learning and acquaintance with An- 
11quity, 4 eritics].mit and correet Fudge- 
| ment y 


onc woul 1 aerive it from Pu, y, the other 


to the 'Reader.- 


ment ; many inſtances whtreeſre diſ- 


Mays ar he traverſes Bgypt, Phonicia, 


' Arabia, Perſia, Syria, «ndthe Indies, 


1\ipur{ſuence of his deſign : for 0ur Au- 
TEA = content e—_— and Pho: 
tius, 4nd what other Magazines of Lear #- 
ine aud. Monuments are found in Europe 
but he ranſacks the Ealt, and makes the 
Oriental Libraries contributary. *- 
. After our Author has taken ſurvey 
theſe people, and conſidered their Wit, In- 
clination and Genius , and critiziſed up- 
on their "Writings aud Romances, he: 


deſcendes in courſe to the famous Bi- 


ſhop of. Tricca,Heliodorus z whom he 
avows' to have excelled all whoever went 
before him ;, and among other things takes 
notice of the ſingular Modeſty ," obſerved 
retigionfly throughout his Work; though 0- 


 thers- ſay too ſuperſtitionſly. * For" I find 


the Criticks are not well” pleaſed that he 
ſhould make Theagenes give the fair 
Charictea a box o'th'Eay , once when ſhe 
would have kift him :\hat have' Lovers 

p A 4 70 


The Fx4nflator : 
* 70. wo, lay. #h , With his Epiſe ab vers: 
tnes ? i = aud little Thaw of 
Lovers: ard the reverence of Biſbops ſuit * 
but. ill. together 5 a Veſtal Chaſtity « nope* 
of the accompliſhments of an Hero, whoſe 
Love 8 aheve theſe (crupulons formalities 
which clap his Noble emmijons. and a-. 


-  '@recable rages They conclude that 
he had better have burnt his Book ten times 
over, then hwve mude his Hen (0 abſurd- 
I; evilty , and left fo'vile #n aſperſpon os 
After Heliodprus Romances degene- 
rated , and yielded to that common fate 
which ſhortly after fell apan goed Letters x 
and of Natuysl , Exatt and Probable; be-. 
came Wild., Groteſque and. Chymericaty. 
and ſo continued till of tate days Monfieuy 
dUree-ro0k Penis Hand; and Preſented: 
the World with bis Aſtrea z which.owr 
Author. avers to be the moſt profect piece? 
that ever was Pris iu its Rind, ' For all. 
1h, be eſcapes the Griticks no better then 
Heliodorus : what wetion, ſay they, = 
| | : 


F 


to the Reader, 
he of bien-ſeance ,* when he makes bit 
Meroifie Aſtrea one of the three Shep- 
htardeſſes , who are diſcovered all #aked 
19Celadon-? + was this confiſtent with her 
honour ? or had not fhe otherwiſe ſufſi- 
cient wherewith to complete her Cont- 


eft. | 
And Silvander, fy they, i made 4 
Philiſophey to good purpoſe 5 broueht fronms 
the famons School of the Maſfilians fs 
turn Shepheard , and in this habit ati 
condition to read Philoſophical Lectures, 
and deliver aye Profound nations, as 
mieht tu»u the Brain , and cofound all 
the Shepheards in Chrifttndow : And 
is allowed the opportunity 10 diſcover. 
his Talent , and talk wiſely”, bat once in _ 
all hs life time, and that' when #obety 
our Anth.y next "takes putice- of 
Madamoiſelle de Sendery ,"" 1 whine 
the - World is ob iged* for" the 11lu-" 
ftrious Baſla, Grand Cyrus, and 
Clelia ; the worth of aff which pieces tht 
FR Reader 


bh 


The Tranfſlator- 


Reader cannot he . xnorant 'of ;, I ſpall 


therefore onely preſent the Reader: with 
ome cavils or excepti.ws, which are made. 
againf ſome particulars in them. ." Some 
objett that her ſo liluſtrious Baſla -is 
20 very good Chriſtian, and that it was no. 
part of an Heroick wertue to aiſſernpble 
hi - Relig.on. His Horns ſh.uld have 
been concealed and not his Religion,where- 
as they ore made moſt ſhame ly notort- 
' Ous : to make the Hero a Cuckold (ſay 
they) i ſuch on enormity , as but too much 
bewr ys the ſex of the Author, She very 
franckly gives him a Wife ,who.(make him 
thankfulywas no Novice,a Womarof expe- 
rience, andone who after three Moneths a- 
boad intheSerag io gave him tyjudge whe- 
ther ſbe had n:eded any of his Ws 6-0ay 
They ſay likewiſe, that whoever had 
tanght this Author her Geography , hid 
cheated her extremely. The Fleet of 
this Baſla departed from the Port at 
Conſtantinople , ans at 67 about the 
end of three Weeks after were ſeen Cara- 


caoling | 


ns —IY _— 


t 


| 


v 


- 


to the Reader, 

caoling in the Caſpian Sea z - 'twas mer- 
rily Sayled, in about three weeks time 
four hundred Leagues by Land ;, what 
wortal Ships could do the. like in theſe 
days '?. She had .coxſulted ſome Cam- 
bridge Burgcſs to make the Hign-ways 
Navigable, 244 

The Grand Cyrus too, ſay they ;. is 45 


-injuriouſly dealt withall. For all his Toyl, 


Travail,and Fatigue, all bis Trophtes and 
Conqueſts , which: he Sacrifices to Man- 
dane; he i like to have but a ſorry bar- 
gaiz of her , ſhe having been floln awa 
four times ere ſhe came to his hands, The 
Grand Cyrus. wuſt be ſo credulous as be- 
lieve ſhe eſcapes pure aud untouched from 
all theſe Raviſhers ; or elſe this mighty + 
Hero muſt be content with their leauings. 


Grant ſhe were Chaſte, theſe were, too #n- 
-conſc;onable proofs of her vertue ; forgnce 


peradventure ſhe might come off clear , bus 
relapſes are always mortal” in theſe caſes. 
Her Honour might defend her the ff 
4ſault, but the ſecoad bears down gall, 


is 


The Tranſlator 

& not to be reſiſted by 4 Fort already 
ſhaken , .or by ſo frayl materials as zl 
and Blood. | : 
© - Neither (ſay they) has this Author 
been more favourable to her own Sex, 
Clelia has as much cauſe to complain of 
hard uſage ,' ia aſſigning her ſuch a paul- 
try Gallant as Aronces, Never 4 youn- 
ger Brother of Normaniy could leave 
4 meaner Idea «f his perſon and vere, 
thes the Heros of this Romance. Sup- 
poſe one who has nerther Page nor Equi- 
page';, one in agreaſie Buffe Doublet, who 
chanzes his Crabat but once 1 cight days, 
whoſe fortune has n0 eſtabl ſhment , who 
ſpunzes upon his friends din;ng to day with 
one, next day with anothtr , aid climbes 
#p three Stories hgh 10 Bed at Night ;, 
The is the Portraift of Aronces, 4nd þe- 
cauſe forſooth he was Son to Porſenna, 


% 


King of the Hetrurians , .(whoſe whole . 


incomes ſcarce amounied to ten thouſand 
pourd; per annum.,and who at one whiſtle 
tould call all his Subjects tozether )Glelia 
mt 


———— —_—__——_. 


nn 


to the Reader; oP 
uſt be made his Conqueſt, «spifs, they) it 
coſt, an Author ought to rig out his Hero 
in good Cloathes and handſome Equipiige, 
to. Ledge him in a ſumptuous Palace; adi 
provide. lima Pong Table, is then 
might be preſumed that none would tick 
with him for 'fſo much . 5 but corfid#rin 
ihatcall the expenſe. is ancly-imagin tit, 
i ſtrange that any :jboald be ſuch-awie> 
gard uf it-,'.and deny: ſo ſmall. a marrayvd 
an Hero'; -amle(s it were. done on 


#0 diſparage. Clelia, and with theſe indip 


nities deſiray te quality ad reputation 
an Heroine , which. ſhe ſo well. al 
ried. :\ Et OPEEITE ICT 


"4s BY  » 
Tho + # 


ſday 
day) with the reſt of o8r -Gothiſh'- Imres 
. ſhers::4/Book m ich for -amtiq 0b) 
covtend with Homer ,. and 45 fabwlans et 
the baſ. And 


(RIC A” , 36 OHA Wo. 


The Tranſtator 
| And whereas in the controverſie be? 
twixt the Greeks and the Arabians con- 
cerning Aiop our Author ſeems to grue 
the. balance tathe Greeks , Imitht oy 
itn the ſcales: with the advantage to'the 
Orientals, }. .. AT 
- And whereas he compate mhat time 
Rimes firſt ebtarnedin Europe z 1 might 
examine whether or no Nero, who was 4 
beiter Po:t then Emperor, had auy know- 
ledge-of them, and made then his diver- 
ften-z.. and likewiſe whether they or the 
Meaſures a4 Cadences of the Greeks 
ard. 'L.atins hawve.\the. advantage , ſome 
affirming thatRime # trivial and childiſh, 
others aſſerting that Rime i moye agree- 
able, more ſweet, and more natural then 
the.dther ; andithoxgh the other came 
Þrff into the Warld , yit nature (like mo 
Mothers). rather g,wes her blefing to the 
Cader, ther ro 'the Firſt born, The ge- 
Berdl. approbation-of. all Nations, and the 
Hebrews therfelves uſing Rime ws 
whatever Pocſies they make at this day, all 


; $0 the Reader. | 

concur to the ſftrengthning of this opi- 
7i0n. ; 

But. I have already too long detained 
thee from what will give thee greater ſatis- 
faition 4 ſhall therefore onely emtreat that 
theu mayſt not impeach our Author for 
making Melkin and Thalieflin Engliſh : 
ſeeing that Foreiners think themſelves not 
bound ts take notice when this Iſle was 
called Albion , when Britain , when 
England ; beſides. that ,- writing in 
French , if he had call athem Britains, 
they might have paſſed with (ome for 
French Britains , and thereby our Na- 
tion have loſt the honour of having given 
Birth to the firſt Romances in Europe. 


—_—_— 
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MONSIEUR. 


H UET 


117.6 
MONSIEUR 4 


Gains 


$3; 


F Our' ctiriofi 5 ER with re Tea: 
{ol i e defire to know, 
Olebtdl of of Romiaiices! F, 


7? er” r Fr.y0s .Fho ſo pe 


(ey un Nr dis wh t ol 


[ be 2 piper for Re re your 


(atisf 
Wa _ os hg 


gether | 


"= | Komances , 
gether another nature: And I know 
well how cumberſome” and difficulr 
this reſearch 1s ; *tis neither in Pro- 
vence nor Spin (as mait qelierÞ Jer 
we may hope to find the”firſt Beghn- 
nings of this agreeable Amuſement ; 
we muſt in queſt thereof travel re- 
moteſt Countries, /and.in the: moſt 
lacent Paths of Antiquity. | How- 
ever I will comply with your deſire , 
for as our ancient an>ftHz& friendſhip 
gives you right to demand me*all 
rhings, (@ it takes from me the liber- 
ty to deny you we thing. Et 
Heretgfore under the name of Ro»; 


boy 


mance were.comprehended not onely 
thoſe which were writ in Proſe, but 
thoſe alſo which were writ in Verſe. 
Gitaldiand Pigna his Diſciples in their 
Treatiſes De. . Romanzi icarce' take., 
notice of any others ,- and give the 
Boyardos and Arioſte for Models. Bur. 
at this day the contrary uſage has pre- 
vailed, andthey which now are pro- 
«nah | * ON! 


= 


— 


and their Oziginal, > 


perly called Romances ,; are-Fidtions 


of Love-Adventures 4 'writ-in*Profe : 


with:Art, for the: delight and Jaſtru- 
ion:of the Readers. : 


I fay- Fictions;: oodiftinguiſh chem 


from true Hiſtoriesz,2þ add; of Love- 
Adventures ,. for that Love qughr to 


be.the principal fabje@of:a Romance. : 


Theymiſt be wrivitProſe;to be:con-- 


ronnnditla to the: Mode of the:times. 
They: muſt be:wnmr::with Aft ,:and 
under certain rules otherwiſe they 


will onely be a confuſed maſs wichour' 


order or beauty. 


The (chief end:tof aRoance? ne: 
(at leaſt):chat;whieh] bught:{@ tobe, : 


and which the ' Compoſer -onght ro 
prof oſe:to himelf;. 33 the Taraion 


der ;.to whom.he muſt--al-- 


ways preſent 'Vertue crowned, :and : 
Vice. puniſhed. ;But as the ſpirit of | 


man naturally hates:to-be raught, and © 


-_ 


ſelf-tove does: ſpurn-againft Inſtrudi- | 
ons:z7ei8to be deceived by the blan-. 


ifs -B 2 diſhments 


& D Romances: , 
_ diſhments of pleaſure, and the feveri- 
ty of: Precepts:to be (weetn'd bythe: 
agreement. of Examplcs.z and thus 
our own faults .may be amended 
while weicondema them\in others, 
- Thus: the diverſion of the Reader, . 
which-a:good Romancer ſeems chiefly 
to defign'; is. bus: ſubordinate-to:his 
principal end; whictris rhe Inſtruction: 
of- the mind:, and gorretion of man- ' 
ners::. And:Romances-are: more or: 
lefs: regular., according. as. they are 
more: or- le:remote from this defini- 
tion and end. 
Tix onely-of :theſe-Ipretend to:en- 
tertairs you, aud L preſume your curt- 
riafivy. reaches no further. 
Iiſhalknor therefore trgat heve:of Ro- 


maces: in. Verſe, much leſs aEgic: | 


Ppems'; which beſides chas chioyarcan-. 
Verſe buve:morcover dilfereareſſen- 
ials:,. which diſftinguidh (tham-from:; 
Romances, though/otherwviſe there is. 
a very. greatrelavion cy; 4 | 
£3,908 £: << ene 


Eee EIS 


ce In 


and theix Dpiginal, 5 


the maxime of 4riſotle Gowns teaches 
that a Poer is any a Poet £7 Fi- 
| eo 


tans he invents, then by t 
vhich he compoſes Ly gears of 
mazxces may be ranc = 

tha 


Poets. Petronius tells us e 


bo 


r10n. 

Wk are more mY 
not ſo lofry,not haye Shot 
the invention andexpreſſig 

Poems. have. moxe. of t : 1ar yes 
loys, though Pe Fs 7 Witht 


Yo. BS? ef — # 


Poems.are more regalas _ ad ore 


coco ies of Br ne 


Romances are capable of more, be- 
cauſe being not ſo elevate and'fall of 
Figures, they do not ſo much ſtretch 
the wit ; and ſo ſuffer itto be furniſh- 
'ed with a greater number of different 
Pk the —— 
_ Tnifine, Poems have for their ſub- 
je&ſomfſe Milicary on Politick-acti- 
of, and treat.not of Love but'upon 
«occaſion, . , © 
- © Rorflatices oh the contrary have 
"Lovefor their principal Theme, and 
meddle ngt with War or Politicks 
but by accident z I ſpeak of regular 
* Romatices: for the moſt part'of the 
old Frenth ', Spaniſh', and 1lizzRo- 
mance have much'more of the Soul- 
'dier this the Gallant in them. -' | 
-This*made Girald; believe that the 
n2meof Romance came from a Greek 
word, which ſignifies Force aud Va- 


Jour, 'Becanſe theſe Books were made 


to ſet forthand viunt the valour ahd 
proweſs'of the Pelladines, but Girald: 
| 5. a 


ki 


7 


-_ andiheir Duiginal, _ 
was miſtaken i in this, as you tall fo 
afterwards.  _, 
- Neither are theſe Hiſtories comp. 
prehended here , which are obſerved 


' t0.contain many falſehoods., ſuch as 
that of Herodetus,who(by the way), is 


not ſo guilty.as many think, -,,The 


. Navigation of, Hanne. the. Life. of 


Apollonins , writ by a and 


- many others. 


Theſe works. are.true in the mane, 


and falſe in ſome Parts. Romances 


on the contrary are true in-ſome; 

riculars, and falſe in the.grofs:! oe 
contain . truth mingled ws x" .ſome 
falſehood , theſe. are * falſehood wich 
ſomeintermixture of truth. / 1 would 
ſay that truth hasche greater.ſiroke, 
in- Hiſtories ,, but .that falſehood is 


- predominant in.the Romance, .inſs- 


much that theſe. may indeed be alro- 
gether falſe, both in. the parts- and 3 in 
the whole. .. -. 


> Ariſtotle reaches us that Tragedy | 
a B 4 eng 


The argument w oe M is known a and 
he argue Hiſtory, is the moſt jþ 

*fet, becauſe” tis neerer 'veriſi Pliey 
then that whoſe 3 arguinent i neand 
| Wire” invention z hevertheleſs” he 
condemn $ not the later, his") real In 


x oy has frwichRnding'th the arga- 


awn from Hiftory, yetfhe 
NT mb oF che s © Ter 
nora &f it, and” ils } new in're- 
cok of thera, and ajls nothoyever 


PE VELA to all the World. 
whe e. -maybe Fiid of Romances, 
Fenn ion always , 'thata 
of the ar ument 1s more 


"Ik omances,” where" the 
reed {Pani rent ES 
Nh the! Conch "Kijnane gnances, then in 
le Horpiok "Rotyance?', Ire "Princes 
Toles rs are rhe” ARors 1 : 
4 + v ney fe 


$ Thar "ehit If PE 5 


#* Events Ls hid to the the, 


"EE IRE 
Mn a6 
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g— * = 
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andy 4 Clehas 9 

"peg y Hi OLLADS $40 a 
babili no ach roo not 

Ni Hilowy 2» dS « eſerpial y 4 by 9 


xUlade: allo from 
Romances Ce 


A:T 


way 


IE, aan does ZE 
hd 


forged Ny k 4" 
of A wh oh men 
he Len 


MATE, 
NE Ye 


Jo Romances, . 
Teſs themſelves of their goods by fa- 
wvour 'of ſome reſemblance. 7 
_ © LIaftly , 1 exclnde Fables alfo 
from my Subje& , for a Romance 
3s the Fiction of things, which may 
"but never have happened. Fables are: 
i&tions of things, which never have 

"nor ever can happen. * 

© Aﬀeer haying agreed what works 
* properly deſerve the name of Re- 
'mances , I aſſert that their invention 
isdue to the '07:entals., 'I mean tothe 
 Feyftians,. Arabians, Perſians and Syri- 
"r1ans. You will avow the ſame with- 
out doubt , when I have ſh:wn that 
moſt of the great Romancers of An- 
*riqui rung from theſe * people. 
Fol feniadl Books of Love, 
"was of Cilicia a Province neer Syria, © 
"JambBlicys, who writ the- Adventures | 

of Rhodences and Sinonts, was born of | 

Sjrien Parents, and educated at Ba- 

bjlon. Heljodoras, Author df the Ro- * 

ance of Theogenes and Chariclea, way | 
0 


\ 


(} . TY WF Y_ 


WM. 
bo 
= 
: 
x 
$ + 
7 
F 
4 
% 
- 


| 


' Who writ the. Metam 


ihto-an Als, was of; j $2019 :Chief 


ly incredible, as be Incitles Tet bac 
| proſe ane! far remote {50m all pro 


of them of;Cyprus., 
Eountrey ;.. 1 that, xhis: Countrey 
 deſeryesxather robe callid che Coun- 
| "trey of Fables then Greece Whither 

' "they were onely Tranſp Wy, bur 


ets nv 64 #n on Oh. : 

- and their Otginal. 2x 

of Emeſes 3; Town of P 1enria.d Kin, 
uf of Luavs 


Achilles - altus, who taught us the A- 


mours of Clitophon and, AFycippe ». as 
of Alexandria in Egypt... The Faba- 


lous Hiſtty of Barlzam and , Foſephyr 
was compoſed by St. Fohw of Dawgs 
Metropolis of Syria. Damaſcins, who 
made four Books. of Fictions, nog on- 


_ 
” - 
, 


bility, was alſo (as Photips aſſures2us) 
of Dazvas, The three: Xenqphons. Ro- 
mancers; which Sidas (peaks of;.,onc 
was of Antioch in Syrig.s- ao agorbe 

a0:Iſle near- that 


, 


|  withall chey found the Sojl .chere.(p 
good and agreeable, that they have 


admi- 


o , 
Rat 2x <—_—_—— 8 f Pos - : re ———_— _ — 


—— 


15 _ Romances, 
a{mirably well raken Root. = 
-*Tis ally hardly crediþte how all 
thefe Pegple have a Genin fingular- 
ly diſpofed and addited td Poetry, 


Anvention and Fion ; all their diſ- 


conrſe CENNS ; they never expreſs 
themſdves*bur 'in Allegories z their 


"Theologie and Philoſophie, but prin- 
4 
W.)! 


. 


all conched ynder Fables 'and Para- 
boles. Prins, ro 


* By the Hitroghphicks 'of the Bgy- 


rt we may.ſee ro what point that 
Nation was Myſteri>us,' every thing 
"with them was expreſſed by Images, 


al in difgniſe; their Relivion was | 


: + ! bo 3, they never made difcovery 
'S 


Ir ro the. Prophane , but under rhe | 


cook off this. Maſque, byt for ſych as | 


"they judged worthy to be jmitatedin 


rheir 
= ek hat from them their My- 


, 
- 


pally cheir Politicks and Morals,are 


es.  Hexedorus faigh, that 
brick Theologie, and fn rolls ome 
is ag 


v4 


and their:Qgtginal, Ig: 
ſtories, which he learned ofrho!Zgyge. 
tian Prieſts, the which (for allheisfo- 
credilous and fabulous himſelf he:: 


| regia encly. as. Talesy. whick Tales; : 


faile& nor to be agreeable; 2nd tickkr 
the-curions. wit of the:Greeks.y.a | 
ple:(as Holeodorws teſtifizs) defrivases. 
learn, and lavers of Novelty. : 
And it waswithour doubrieanrherſe: 
Prieſts. that: Pyrdugiran land: Plain inti 
their ——— to- Feypt' leaned: ro» 
transformitheir Phil>tophyee,! and to! 
hide ir:gader the ſhadow of | Apanayy 
and Diſguiſements, . -.\. 
For the:« 4rabvans; confalt:! their: 


| Books, will find: noohidigo bar: 
| Merapdarts, drawn by cHeheadands 


ſhoulders], : frmilitudes and fictions}: 


| Their! 4frarawis of this ſores Lafabamert 


he yaade it-ſo rotheend itmighe. 


 be-teaniedwith lefsdifficulrypandnors 


ſony be:Forgorcen..>! They-bwve: 
6dr:Eſops> Pables:Ioroeqheict 


| Tongazzindfonrainongekgarh aVe! 


cOm- 
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18: - Rmuces.,; 01:3; 
comnpoſedthe like,” Thid Lormay, ſo 
renowned thnaughour all the Faſt, cis: 
ns:otheriburi «Aſo; his Fables; which - 
the  4rabiaps have aimafſed- rogerher 
inco aihnge Volum;; 'gorhim fopgreat : 
eſteem :among:them; thatzche' 4icorar : 
vannteth his Wiſdom in:6ne'\Chapter, 7 
which is. theref6fe. :Incirted- by the . 
namevEioimwh :'Fheilivesot their 
Patriarchs:;:Prapbers,; and-Apoſiles, 
ace all-fabulons(+* Nothing reliſhes'ſo 7 
deliciouſlywwich them/as Poeſfte, which 
 vaith-theivi is the! ordinary [ſtudy of 
cheir beſt Wits, This inclination of: 
theirs is 'not-new:, . it poſseſsed them 
before: Mabuwxt and they bave Poems' 
_ of thoſe times. e&rpennius aflirms,that/ 
" alk:the Word? beſide -put.togerher 
have-hor.had-{o- many Poets As ſingle 
Arabia: 1: They! xeckon fixty whiſch: 
are:among: ithem; as it were. Princes 
of -Paecſie.; and. which: have, great 
Txoops:of Poecs.nnderthemThe beſt 
have *created- of Love ini their Fc-! 
FC; ; ; loenes, 


©: 


—_ 
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and their, Dziginal.! 1s: 
lozues;ang ſome of:their Books on this /; 
Subject: haye: paſsed _intg-the- Weſter 
Many. of their Cal:/pbs; have ; not": - 
thought. Poclie; unworthy,of theiriap»; 


plication, Abdulla (one amonght them) ;; 


fignalized himſelf upon thisoceaGon, 7 
and made a- Book of Similitades, as); | 


Elmdcin reports. |»: i ix \ca 


| > 118631 S550 
[* Tis from the 4rabians.4in my opin' 


——— ___— 


"I. = 


nion)that.we receive.,theart of | Rive. 
ming, s:and, 1 ſee much.of probabiliny;! 
that the  Leoxine Verſes, have, been; 
made after their example. ; for it does” 
notat all appear thas rimes hadcourſe; 

in.Ewrope,before the entrance of Twrid: 
and Maz4 into * Spgin ;: whereas greats. 
quantity mightbe obſeryed in the-fol+; . 
lowing, Ages ; though atherwiſe;E: 
could.cafily make it appeargchat Ver-! : 
ſes in/Rime were not altogether-un-'i 
known to the Ancient Romens.: |: *': ©.» 
_ The Perſians have not at all yield-1 
ed to the' Hrabians inthe art of Lyings: 
agreeably z for notwithſtanding Lies; 

Rs. | were 
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were oth&&wiſe moſt' odious to tliem' - 
_ in eiverſacion *,- and they forbid 
| cinks Cilthigen nothing with ſo great 


4 7A " ho 7 C5 meucmandnm———d an ow ener 
ay Ent SNARE Len re AL 


devertheleſs in their Books 
merce of letters , theſe 


— them ihfinitely if Fictions art 
£6:be cabted 
of rhis one ſhall onel 


To be convinced 
read” rhe fabit- 
loug Agbyetteures" o cherr Law-giver 
Zerteſhtw. - SY #bo faith that” the: Ma- 


Lies. 


ſters/almons rhem'give' their Die” 
ples' Mora! Precopes. weapr 


aiois% he .r6lls' us in afid 


tharwwadl 'credir 49/not to! eto! 


the \thbtedt Hiſtories of the PEP 


Avatery and SYvians ', By reaforfdÞr he 
indiihadtoni | their Wticers had tore” 
\reuntraths for: 'thele ; ſeeing that” 
they wht made profeftivit of we irs 
Fablepwereiniefteent;were perf 
ed that pawyte tr out0tike ple es # 
read- Arty ad * forget Rar 
=, Mien rhormib ate FHIRG flag: 
ables 0 087op ate BY aides 


Foe Fre : 
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cheis guſt ; tharthey appropriate the 
Author's he is the ſame Locpz45 of the 
Hlcotaw , whom I mentioned before, 

74s fo renowned amontis all the 

le of the' LeÞ.nt , that they will 
needs 10b Phrygis of the honour of his 


birch ; 4nd artributeitts theBfelyes; 


for che Ar abians fay he was of the 
Race ' of the Feb; #5, and' the Per- 


ſans {#y he was an Mrabieh Nee#v,and 


lived inthe Town of Citvj#, which 
was the” 4rſ@5e of the Anicidhts. O- 
chers* the contrary feeing that his 
life wrif\ by ' Mirtond” ha© much re- 
ſerblifAce with that of /£ſop, which 
Maxingus Plintdes has left us ; and 
havirtg obſerved that 25 Atigets give 
Wiſdom to Lothian in Mirkond > ſo _ 
Me#tu#$beſtows the Fable pon ST 
It" Philoftratos- They are perſwaded. 
that the” Creeks have ſtbln Corman 
from the'0r#3tals, and made thereof 
their eſp z but I muſt nor here 
arcuſs : this controverſie, T ſhall 

C > onely 


18 . Romances. . 
onely put you in-mind by the way to 
remember what is ſaid by Srraba, that 
the Hiſtories of the people of the Eaſt 
are ſtuft wich Lies, and arean np wiſe- 


\ > 


} 


L 


faithfal or exact; and that it, is-moſt  *' 


probable they have b:en Fabulous ia 
ſpeaking of the Author and Original 
of Fables , as well as in all the'reſt ; 
and that the Greeks aremore diligent, 
and of better credir , both im their 
Chronology and Hiſtory; and that. the 
conformity of Mirkoyds Locman with 
the «ſop of Planudes and Philoſtratus, 
does no more prove- that eſop is Loc- 
man , then it proves that Locman is 
eZſop. The Perſians have ſirnamed 
Locman the Sage , for that </E£ſop was 
in effe& ranckt among the number of 
the Sages. They ſay he was, pro- 
foundly knowing in Medicine, that 
he found out admirable Secrets, and 
among the reſt that of reviving the 
Dead. | © 
They have ſo well glofled , para- 
| phraſed, 
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phraſed 5 and augmented his Fables, 


that they (as the Arabians) have made 


thereof very great Volum, a Copy 
whereof is to, be ſeen in the Yaticans 
his Reputation has reatched even un- 
ro Egypt and into: Nubia', where his 
Name and Wiſdom are in great ve- 
neration., The Modern Turks have 
no leſs eſteem for him , and believe 
with Mirkond that he lived in Davids 
time, wherein (if in truth it be &£ſop, 
and that we may believe the Greek 
Chronologie) they are miſtaken bur 
about the matter of 450 years, which 
for the Turks is very well computed, 
for they rarely hit ſo neer in their 
compuration. This would accord 
better with Heſiod, who was Con- 
temporary of Solomon, and to whom 
is*due (according to the report of 

wintilian)che glory of the firſt inven- 
tion of Fables, which is attributed to 


4p. 


\There are no Poets that equal the 
C 2 , Pexy- 


— 
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Perfiafns in the licence they :give 
themſelves to. Lye: in the lives of 
cheir.Saints , and about the Original 
of their Religion, and in their: Hi- 
ſtories , they have ſo disfigured 
thoſe; the truth whereof we:know 
by the relations of the Greeks and Ro- 
2415, that they are not to be known 
againttz and even degenerating from 
that laudable averfion they hereto- 
fore had' againſt thoſe. who. ſerved 
themſelyes with a lye for their inte- 
reſts-,; they now account it an honour, 
They; are paſhonately in love with 
Poeſte 3 it is the diverſion both of 
the Princes and People, and the prin- 
Cipal at a FRegale were wanting,, if no 
Poetry were there,” "Their works of 
Galantry, and Love-ftories have been 
fainous; and diſcover the Romancing 
Gemus of this Nation. | 
- The:i#a/ans alſo(Neighbours of the 
Perſians) had like them a ſtrong ancli- 
nationto fabulous .inyentions, Seude- 
| er 


p 
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ber the Ingias compoſed -2 Book of 
Paraboles, which was Tranſlated by 
the Hebrews ,' and which at. this day 
is to be found in the Libraries of the 
custOuS», - Father Poufſiy the Jeſuit 
has joyned to his Pachymeron,which he 


_ lately Printed at. Zome , a Dialogue 


between 44ſolom King of the yadies 
and a Gymnoſeph:ſt , ypon divers que- 
ſtions of Morality:, wherein this Phi- 


 loſopher never expreſſes himſelf buc 


by Paraboles and Fables , after rhe 
manger of «op. The Preface imports 


* that-this Book was made by the wi- 
| {eſt and moſt knowing Men. of the 


Nation , and that it- was carefully 
kept in the Treaſury of the Chapters 
of the Realm; that Perzoez,Phyfician 
of Choſroes King of Perſia, Tranſlated 
it out. of. 7nztan into Perſian; ſome. 0-.- 
ther from Perſian into Argbian, and 
Simeon Sethi from Arabian into Greek. 
This. Book is (o little different from 
the Apolognes, which bear the name- 

LE. ff C 3 of 


of the Indian Pilpay , and which were 
ſeen in- French lome few years fince, 

_ © thatthere {is no doubt but that it was 5; 
either the Original or the Copy:z:ſor , 
*fis ſaid that this Pi]pay was a Brachman 
who had-ſhare.in the grand affairs of 
State and Government of the Tzdies 
under King Dabchelin , that he com- 
Priſes all -his Politicks and Morals 
within this Book, which was preſer- 
ved by the Kings of the Indies as a 
Treaſure of Wiſdom and Learning : 
that the reputation of this Book be- 

. 1ng carried fo far as to  Nonchirevor 
King of Perſia, he procared a Cop) 
thereof by the means'of his Phyſician, 
'who Tranſlated it into Perſian, that 
Calife Abuiafar 4lmanzor cauſediit to 
be Tranſlated from Perſian into Ara- 
bian, and another our of Arabian inro 
Perſians, and that after all theſe Per. , 
fas tranſlations, a new one was made 

different from all the former and ® 
from this came the French tranſlation. 
PR arm: | Cer: 
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Certainly whoever ſhall read the Hi- - 
ſtory of the pretended Patriarchs of 
the 1ndiags Er ammon and Bremaw , of 
their Poſterity and Propagation,ſhall 
need no other proof of the love this 
people have for Fables. I therefore 
readily believe that when Horace gave 
the Epithere of Fabulous to the Ri- 
ver Hydappes, which has its Source-in 
Perſia , and finiſhes its courſe in the 
Indies z, his thought and meaning was 
that'it begins and end.its:courſe a- 


* mong people: very much addicted to 


Fiction and Diſguiſements, 

Theſe Fictions and Paraboles which 
you have-een make up the Prophane 
learning of the Nations before men- 
tioned, have in Syria been Sandifled's 
the Saered Authors complying with 


the hitmour of the Fews, made uſe 


thereof to expreſs -the inſpirations 
they feceived from Heayen, The 
Holy Scripture isalrogether Myfteri- 
ons, Allegorical, and Anigmarical. 
TER C4 The 


24 Hanes, .- 

The Talmudiſts believed that the 
Book of Fob is 10 other bur a parable 
of the Hebrews invention: _ this Book, 
that of David, the Proverbs, , Eecle- 
fraſtes, the Ceanticles, and all other Ho- 
ly SOngS, are Poetical works abonnd- 
ing with Figures , which would ſeem 
bald and yiolent in our Writings; an4 
which are ordinary in thoſe of. thar 
Nation. The Book of Proverys is 
otherwiſe called the Parabules ;, be- 
cauſe Proverbs of this ſort , according 
to the definition of Quintilian,” are on- 
ly ſhort Fictions , or Parables expreſt 


> *® 
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that we could deveſt our ſelygs pf that 
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unjuſt preoccupation , which makes 
us diſlike..all that is any. little remwte 
from our uſage, in which we. con- 
demn our ſelves without perceiving 
itz fincethatour lightneſs neyes per- 


-Mmits$ us tO perſevere long in the ſame 
cuſtomes. . | | 


Our Saviour - himſelf ſcarce; ever 
gave, any precepts ro the Fewps ,.; but 
under the veil of Paraboles, '- The 
Talmud contains a Million of Fables, 
every qne mgre impertinent then 0+ 


' ther: many of the Rabbins have after- 


wards. explained , reconciled, and 
amaſſed: them together in their part». 
cylar yorks s and beſides this have 
compoſed ſeveral Poefies, Proverbs, 


” 


. The Cypreots and Cilicians have in- 
vented certain Fables, which did bear 
the 'nzme of thele' People ;;-and ithe 
habit which rhe C:liciqns in particular 
had of Lying, has been noted by.one 
of the Ancienteſt Proverbs., yo 

LIES CE as 
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has been currant in Greece. 
Taſtly,- Fables have been in ſuch | 
vogue all over theſe Countries, that \ 
amongſt the 4ſſyrians and Arabians 
(according fo the teſtimony of L#- 

- ciay) there were certain perſons, whoſe 
ſole profeſſion was to explain Fables; 
and theſe men lived ſo regularly, that 
they lived far longer ' then other 
People. - ; " 

Bur it is not ſufficient to have diſ- 
covered the Source of Romances ; we 
muſt ſee by what: Chanels they have 
been cenveyed to:, and ſpread over 
Greece and Italy : and whether they 
have paſſed from thence to us,or that 
we have them from elſewhere. The 
Tonians, a people of Aſia Minor, being 
raiſed to a great Power, and havin 
acquired vaſt Riches-, were-plunge' 
in Luxurie and Voluptuouſneſs, in- 
ſeperable companions of plenty. 

- Cyrushaving ſubdued them, by the £4 
taking of Creſ#s, and all {is Minor 
being - 


[| 


4 


happily, that the atleſia Fables,that 
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being with them fallen under the 


- power of the Perſians , they received 
their manners with their Laws; and 


mixing their Debauches with thofe . 
theirown inclination had before car- 
ried them to ; they became the moſt 
Voluptuons people in the World: 


they refined upon the pleaſures of the 


Table, they made the addition' 'of 
Flowers and Perfumes, they found 
out new Ornaments for their Houſes, 


the fineſt Wools, and the faireſt Ta- 
"Piſtries of the World came from 


them z - they were Authors of the 
Laſcivious Dance called rhe 7orrck , 
and they berame ſo remarkable for 
-effeminateneſs, that it paſt into a Pro- 


'verb:.bur amongſt theſe Aieſtans ſyr- 
paſſed all in the ſcience of pleafures, 


'and were moſt ingenious in rheir de- 

licacies : theſe were the firſt who 

taughr the Perſians the np = 
cin 


Romances , and travelled-+ 


1s 
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3sto ſay their Romances,full of Loye: 
ſtories and diſſolute Relations , were 
in the higheſt reputation : *tis very 
likely that Romances were innocent, 
till. they fell into their hands z and 
only contained ſingular and memora- 
ble adyentures:: that theſe firſt cor- 
rupted them, and ſtufr them with la- 
ſcivions narrations and affairs of love. 
Time has conſumed all theſe works ; 


riſtides , the moſt famous of their 
Romancers , who writ ſeveral Books 
of thaſe called M:lefan Fables. I find 
that one Dioniſius a Mileſiay, who liv'd 
under the firſt Darius , writ fabulous 
Hiftories, but not being certain whe- 
ther this was not onely a compilation 
of Ancient Fables, and not ſeeing ſuſ- 
ficient foundation ,: to believe that 
theſe were of thoſe, properly called 

{zlafiau Fables , I do not:nutnber him 
f 
a TS themakers of Romances. . , 


{hi preſerved the name of 


ne Joniays who came from ' Attica 
an 


. 
{ 


\ 
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and Peloponneſus,mindfal of their: ori- 
vinal, maintained a great correſpon-. 
dence with the Greeks. They ſent 
their children-reciprocally for LIP 
ing;and that they might be acquaint, 
ed with each others manners ,, by, 
this ſo frequent commerce , Greeceg: - 
which of ic ſelf had inclination enough 
for Fables, learned readily of 6 
Tonians the art of compoltng R 
mances,. and, did cultivate it Zia S 
ſucceſs.z but ro avoid confuſion, -þ, 
ſhall eſſay,. according to, the order % 
time to give account of thoſe. Greek, 
Writers, who have been; famous 
this art, Tr AE.. 
I find none before- Alexanadtr. the, 
Great, which perſwaded: me that the 
Romantick Science made ng confider- 
able progreſs among the-Greeks 5 be- 
fore they had it from the Perſiavy, 


- i 


themſelves when they fubdued them, 
| and run it to its Source. Clearcxs, of, 


Seli, a;-Town of Cilicia,,, who lived, 
WT | 


30 - - Romances, © Dn 
in Alexanders time, and was with hini 
a Diſciple of Arifotles, is the-firſt I 
find to have writ Books of Love. 
though I do not well know whether: 
theſe were. not a Collection onely+of 
ſeveral Love-paſſages, drawn from 
_ Hiſtory or vulgar Fable , like that 
which Parthenizzs afterwards made 
under Auguſtus, which is yet extant. 
That which'cauſeth this (uſpition, is 
_ alittle ſtory cited by A#heneus out of 
him, wherein are reckoned ſeveral 
tokens of love and eſteem, 'which 
Gyges King of Lydia gave to a Courte- 
ſan his Miſtrefs. 6, 
Antonius Diogenes according to the 
conjeQure of Photins lived ſome little 
time after Alexander , and: in imita- 
tion of Homers Odyfſeis, and the'hazar- 
dous Voyages of Yhiſſes , made'a true 
Romance of the Voyagesand Amours 
of Dinias and Dercyllis, This Ro-. 
mance, though very faulty in many 
things, and filled with fooleries _ 
| rela- 


E 
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relations'improbable , and ſcarce ex- 
cuſable'even in a' Poet , may not- 
withſtanding be called regular. Pho- 
twus:/has an abſtract thereof in his 3i- 
bliotheca', and faith he believes it to 
be the: fource of that which Lucian, 
Lucius, Tamblicas, Achilles Tatins, He- 
lie:orus ,- and Damaſcius have writ'in 
this kind z however, .he-adds in the 
ſame place, that Antonins Diozenes 
makes mention of ' one -Antiphanes 
more ancient then hindelf,, who (he 
ſaith) writ a Book: of wonderful -Hi- 
ſtories, like his ; ſo that he may as 
well: be chought to have given the 
14ea and matter to thefe Romanees 
which he.names, as Antonius Diogenes. 
I. ſuppoſe /he:'muſt be. underſtood to 
ſp:ak-of Antiphazes rheComick Poer, 
who, :the Geographer Stephanus and 
others ſay , made a Book of incredi- 
ble relations and ridiculous. He was 
of Berge a Town of Thrace, - bur *ris 
not known of what Countrey Amto- 
#ins Diogenes Was. I can- 
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I cannot. tell. preciſely in what time 
Hriſtides of Milerus lived y whom I | 
F* {pqake of .before , what-we may. be 
confident of is, that he hvyed: before ). 
__ the Wars'of Marinas and Syllgyforwrs | 
ſeaned.a Roman: Hiltorian of thar'time 
tranſlated his. Mileſtan Fobles ; this 
work was. full of. obſcentties, and 
thereby: gave | great delight-and er: 
tertainment..4o the Romans. ,..fo that 
the | Sarenvass.,or Lieutenant Gene+ 
ral: of the  Parihian, Elſhate:, : who -d :- 
feared. the Romain Army under: Craſſus 
his -Commiand;;: having found theſe 
among the Baggage of Zoſtms ;/ rook 
occaſion thereupon before: che Senate 
; of Selexcra,. to inſult oven: and rail. at 
\ the weakneſs, and effeminate difpoli- 
4 tion of the; Rowars , who everi-during | 
the Wat:ceauld not be without, fach 
like djverfiogs. 5 14; V5 | 11> | 
-. Sits Of Retras, Lucian of Samofata,) 
and Tumbleus;were all well:nrgh'icon» | 
temporarie$,and lived under. Aptovings 
Fn + and | 


| 
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Marcus Aurelius , the firſt of theſe is 
not.to be accounted among. Roman- 
cers, for he on=ly made a collection 


, of Metamorphoſes , and the Magical 


Transforming of , Men into Beats, - 
and of Beaſts into Men, dealing bona 
fide, and belieying every thing that he 
writ. But Lucian more wiſe and cun- 


"ning then he, relates ſome parc of his: 


Hiſtory tro mock and make. ſport 
therewith , according to his cuſtom, 
is the Book which he Intitled Lucius 
his Aſs, to intimate that that Fiction 
was taken from him. This in effect is 
an Abbridgement of the two firſt 
Books of Lucius his Metamorphoſes, 
and this fragment lets us ſee that Pho- 
tins. had reaſon ro, camplain of the 
ſmurtineſs ſo frequent.jn him. - This. 
ſo-ingenious and renowned 4ſs,whoſe 
Hiſtory theſe Authors writ, was much 

akin tro another of like worth: and 

merit , whereof elſewhere- the ſame 

Photius. ſpeaks after Damaſcins ; This 

D Aſs 
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Afs (faith he) was the Chattel of a 


certain Crammarian named Ammouins, 


and was indued with ſuch a gentle 
ſpirit ,-and-ſo born. t2 b2 polire an@” 
capable of fine things ; that it would © 


oladly even leave Meat and Drink, to 
hear Verſes repeated ; and would be 
ſenſibly- touched and taken with the 


oraces and beauties of the Poetsy. - 


The Brancaleon is doubtleſs a Copy of 


this Aſs of Lucians, or of that of Apu- 


keus , this/is an 7talian Fiftion very di- 
vertiling and full of Wit. LZaciar 


beſides his Zucius made two Books of 


wild and ridiculous Hiſtories, - and 


which he declared to be ſuch;proteſt- - 


ing withall that thoſe things never 
have , nor ever .can come to 'paſs 1 


ſome ſeeing - theſe Books joyned*ro 
that wherein he gives dire&ions for 


the writing a Hiſtory well , have 
been' perſwaded that ie intended'this 
for | an example of what he had 
taught, but he declares at the en« 


trance: 


mm « 
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trance of the Book , that he had ror 
any further deſign init, ſave oaly tg 
mock at fo many Poets, Hiſtorians, 
and even Philotophers themſelves, 
who with impunity. delivered Fables 
for truths, and writ ſuch falfe relatz- 
ons. of Forein Countries , as Cteſsas 
and Tambulus had done, If then it be. 
true , as Photius aſſurcs us , that the 


; Romance, of Antonius Diogenes has 


' b*enthe Source of theſe two. Books 


F 


write his,and t 


of Lucian ; "tis to be underſtood that: 
Lucian took occaſion from this Ro- 


: mance, as alſo from the. Fabu!ogs 


Hiſtories of Corfis and Tambulys , to 
cby make their ya+ 


nicy and impertinence appear, 

 Abour the ſame time Jwbliaus pu- 
bliſhed his 345ylonicks, for ſo he called 
his Romance , .in which he far excel- 
led, all rhofe wha went befare ,.- for 
, if one may judge of it by the abridge- 
} 


ment, which Photrzs has lefr.us , his 


deſign comprehends but one aQtian, 
D 3 dreſ- 
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dreſſed with all convenient Orna- 
ments , accompanied with Epiſodes 
ariſing from the principal matter 5 
Verifimility is obſerveli moſt exactly, 
the Adventures are mixed with a 
World of Variety and without con - 
fuſion, Art onely is wanting in the 
contrivance of his Plot;he has grofly 
followed the order of time, afid has 
not at his firſt Launching plundged 
the Reader, as he might have done, 
| into the middle of his ſubjec after 
the example Homer 'gives us in his 
oadyſſis. Time has been favuurable to 
this Piece, andir is to be ſeen in the 
Library of the Zſcarial.\ | 

Heliodorus has ſurpaſſed him in the 

diſpoſition of his Subject, as in all the 
reſt, Hitherto the World had ne- 
ver ſeen any thing better deſigned , 
and more compleatamong Romances, 
then the Adventures of Theagenes and 
Chariclea,, nothing can be more chaſte 
then their Loves, Whereby may 
appear ' 


if 


} 
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appear(beſides theChriſtian Religion, 
whereof the Author made profeſſion) 
that his own nature had given him 
fuch an air of Vertue, as ſhines 
throughout all his work , in which | 
not onely 1amblicus , but even almoſt 


all the reſt are much his Inferiours 
beſides his Merit advanced him to the 


Dignity of an Epiſcopal Sea, he was 
Biſhop of -Tr7/cca a City of Theſſalie, 


and Socrates reports that he intrd- 


duced within that Province the cu- 


ſtom of depoſing ſuch of the Clergy, 


as abſtained not from thoſe Women 
they had Eſpouſed before they were 


ordained Prieſts. All which makes me 
much ſuſpe& what Nicophorns a cre- 
dulous Writer of little judgement or 
fidelity relates, that a Provincial Sy- 
node underftanding what danger the 


" reading of this Romance, which was 


authoriſed by the dignity of its Au- 
thor,made the young people fall into; 
and having propoſed to him this alter- 
54 D 3 native, 


native , either to conſent that has 
'Book ſhould be burned, or elſe to re- 
fign his Biſhoprick, he made choice 
of the latter , for che reſt I cannot byr 
exceedingly wonder that a Learned 
Man of theſe times ſhould doubr 
whether this was the Book of Hebodo- 
#us Biſhop of Tricca'or no, after ſo 
evident Teſtimony of Socrates , Pho- 
tins, and Nicephorag, Somie have 
been of opinion that he lived about 
the end of the twelft Ag», confound- 
ing him with Helicdo, us the: Arabian, 
whoſe life Philoftratus has writ among 
thoſe of che other Sophiſts. Burt it 1s 
known that he was contemporary of 
Arcadius and Honorin:, we alſo ſee 
that in the Catalugue which Photiss 
made of the Romancers , who'he be- 
lievel had imitated 4ntomus Diogenes, 
where he names them' according rg 
the order of time , he has placed He: 
lioderus after Jamblicus ,, and before 
Damaſcins , who lived in the fn 
£# j s i» 0 
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of the Emperour :6 emr_g 

By this. account Achilles Tatins, 
who made a regular Romance of the 
Amours of Clitophos and Lencippe, 
ſhould havepreceded,for Ifindnothing 
elſe whereon to ground my conjecure 
of his Age , others think him more 
recent by his ſtyle , but however he 
is not in any wiſe to be compared 
with Heliodorgs, neither in the regula- 
rity of his manners, nor in the varie- 
ty of events, nor in the Artifice in 
unravelling his Plots ; his ſtile (in my 
mind) is to be preferr'd to that of He- 
liedorus, he is more ſimple andyatural, 
but Heliodorus more forced: finally, 
ſome ſay that he was a Chriſtian and 
Biſhop'roo , 'tis ſtrange that the ob. 
ſcenity of his Book ſhould be'ſo eaſily 
forgot , and more then this that the 
Emperour Leoy ſurramed the Philo- 
ſopher, has commended the Modeſty 
thereof in an Epreram , which is yet 
extant, and not onely permitted , bur 

x "FS coun- 


counſelled the reading of it from one | 
end to the other; to thoſe who profeſs | 
the love of Chaſtity. | 

- Poſſibly I place Cena raſhly chat 
Athenagoras, under whoſe name there 
goes a Romance, the Title whereof 
15, Of true and perfect Loves, this Book 
has not appeared abroad but onely in 
. French of Fumee's tranſlation , who 
rells us in the-Preface-that he had the 
Greek Original- from Mr. du ,Lamane, 
Prothonotary of Mr. the Cardinal 
a Armagnac , and that he never ſaw 
- it elſewhere. 1 almoſt dare add,that 
never any perſon ſaw it ſince , for his 
name- was neyer mentioned ( that I 
know of ) in the Catalogues of-any 
Libraries; and if at this. day it have 
any being, *tis certainly buried among 
the duſt,” in the Cloſer of ſome Ulire- 
nate perſon, - who poſſeſſes. this Trea- 
fare .and. knows not of itz or elſe tis 
.in the hands of the envious , who 
might gratifie the publick therewith 
SS +7 -* "wot 
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but will not ; the Tranſlator: ſaith 


further, that he believes this to'be 
the Production of that famous Athe- 


-yageras , who writ the Apology for 
Chriſtian Religion, in the manner 


of a Legation , addrefled to the 
Emperours MAarcus Aurelius and 
'Commodxs , and a Treatiſe of the Re- 
ſurrection. The chief ground of his 
opinion is the ſtyle which he finds 
conformable ro that of his works, 
and whereof he might well enough 
judge , having the Originals in his 
-power, And finally he takes this for 
atrue Hiſtory, not underſtanding the 
art of Romances.For my part though 


Icannor pronounce thereof with cer- 


tainty, not having ſeen the Greek 
Original , nevertheleſs by reading 


the Tranſlation I ſhall not ſtick to 


affirm that he does-not without ſome 
reaſon attribute it to Athenagoras Au- 
thor of the Apology, the reafons are, 
that the Apologiſt was a _—_— 

= Þ and 


and this ſpeaks of Divinity , after a 
manner which is inconſiſtent with a- 
ny bur a Chriſtian,as when he makes 
the Prieſts of Hammon ſay,*That there 
© is but one God, and that every Na- 
©tion cefirous to repreſent his efſence 
'*ro the ſimple, had invented divers I- 
<tnages, all which expreſt ;burt the 
< ſame thing;that their true ſignifica- 
*tion being loſt with the times, the 
£ Vulgar believed that there were ſq 
© many Gols as they ſaw Images, and 
< idolatry ſprung from thence, that 
< Bacchus. when he built the Temple 
* of Hammon , placed in it no other I- 
© mage ſave onely that of God , be- 
© cauſe as there 15 but one Heaven, 
© which contains butone World, ſo 
© in this World there is but one God, 
£who is communicated in Spirit, 
< He makes thus. much and more be 
£ ſaid by certain FZeyptian Merchants, 
< to wit, that the Gods of the Fable 
£ denoted 'the different actions of this 
{ | Sove- 


Ld 


» TY 


© | 50 3 Ee pens" 


and their Ogiginal. +43 
© Soveraign , and one only Divinity,” 
{ who is without beginning and with- 


© out end, and whom he calls obſcure 


< and dark, for that he is Inviſible and 


by Incompr chenſible. Moreover the diſ- 


courſes of the Prieſts and Merchants 
upon the Divine Eſſence, very much 


reſemble thoſe of Athenagoras in his 


Legation z the Apologiſt was a Prieſt 
of Athens , this was on Athenean Phi- 
loſopher, both ſeem Men of ſenſe and 
great learning , and well read in An- 
tiquity, \ 
Bur on the other ſide many things 
may make us ſuſpect , not onely that 
this is not Athen.goras the Chriſtian, 
but alſo thae the Book it ſelf jsa 
meer forgery, 
 PFhytins giving an exaRt account of 
thoſe who had been makers of Rg. 
mances before his time, takes no no- 
ticeof him at all , no body ever ſaw 
a Copy of this Romance in any Li- 
brary , and that which the Tranfla- 
£3; | tor 
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tor made uſe of never appeared ſince, 
Beſides he repreſents the Habitation, 
:Life , and Condu& of the Prieſts and 
Religious of Hammon , ſo very like 
the Convents and the Government 
of our Monks and Reliezons, that it 
ill accords with what Hiſtory informs 
us of the time when the Monaftick 
life began,and when it arrived to per- 
fection. 


What among ſo much obſcurity - 


ſeemsto me moſt probable is,that this 
is an ancient work, bur later then the 
Apology. 

- ForlT find ſuch a profound know- 
ledge both in things , of Nature and 
of Art, ſo great acquaintance with 
the Annals of times paſt , ſo many 
curious remarks not taken from the 
Ancient Authors , which are left us, 
but which relate to and explain them, 
ſo'much of the Greek Phraſe , which 
one may diſcover thorow the tran- 
lation, and over all a certain Cha- 
"TY racter 
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racter of Antiquity, which cannot be 
counterfeited ; ſo thar' I cannot be 
perſwated thar itis any production of 
Fumete's , whoſe Learning was bur in- 
different , or that the moſt able and 
ingenious p:rſon in thoſe days could 
deviſe any thing like it; if Phorins 
have not mentioned him. How many 
other great and famous Authors have 
eſcaped his cogniſance, or his dili- 
gence © and if in our = onely one 
Copy was found, which peradyen- 
rure is ſince loſt, how many other 
excellent works have undergone the 
ſame deſtiny 2 if this gives you not 
ſatisfaction , bur you will oblige me 
co puſh furt!.er my conjeures , and 
eſſay to find our. preciſely the time he 
lived in, I have nothing to ſupporr 
my opinion, ſave one paſsage in the 
Preface of his Romance, where he 


complains of the fatal blow, which. 
his Countrey Athens was about to 
receive in the univerſal” deolation of 


Greece: 


hy 
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Greece , Which cannot be underſtood,” 
but of the Scythians icruption . into, 
Greece , which happeneJ under, the. 
Empire of Gallienxs,, or elſe of that of 
Alaric King of the Goths, which fell 
out in the times of Arcadius and Ho- 
' norins , for Athens was nut ſacked. 
tince Sy/la's time , till the Invaſion of 
the Scythtans , which was about 350. 
years after, and that of the Goths was. 
about 700 ycars after, but I ſee more 
© reaſon to apply theWvords of the Au-. 
thor to the Conqueſt of Alaric, thn 
ro that of the Scythians , for that the 
Scythians were readily * chaced from 
Athens ere they had done much mil(-. 
chief , but the Goths treatzd them 


more rudely , and left there the fa; - 


marques of their barbarous cruelty, 
Syneſins who lived at that time, ſpeaks 
of them in the ſame terms with our. 
Author , and with him regrets to ſee 
learning,& the liberal ſciences wract.. 
by the Barbarians , in the very place 
of 


| 
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of their Birch and Sear of their Em- 
pire ; bur howſoever, this work of 
Z/thenagoras is invented with wit,con- 
ducted with Art, Sententious , and 
full of exce!1-nrt moral Precepts, the 
events agrecing with veriſimility,the 
Epiſodes drawn from the ſubject ,. rhe 
Characters clear and diſtin&.Decorum” 
obſerved exactly all throughout, no- 
thing low, nothing forced, or like the 
Pedant ſtile of the Sophiſts.. Joe 

The argument is double ,.. that. 
which made one of the great, Beauties 
of the ancient Comedy , for befides: 
the Adventures of Theogenes and Cha... 
ridea , he relates likewiſe thoſe of. 
Pherecydes and Melangenis , whereby. 
may appear the miſtake. of Giralds,; 
who believed that the multiplying of, 
ations was the invention, of the t4:, 
lians ;, the Greeks and our old French. 
have practiſed this before. the 7taliaps, 
the Greeks. with dependance and ſyb- 
ordination -t0 one principal aQion 

follow- 


following the rules of an Heroick 
Poem , as Athena7oras: has done, and 
Heliozorus too , though nor ſo accu- 


rately, but our old Frexch have muls | 
riplyed them wichout any order;con- 


nex10n, or art'; theſe are them whom 
the 7talians have imitated , taking 


from them their Romances and their, 
faults rogether ; and this is an error 
in Grrald; worſe then the former, that 
he would endeavour to commend this 
fault, and make thereof a vertne, if 
it be true, which himſelf acknow-. 


ledges that a Romance ſhould reſem- 


ble a perfet Body, and conſiſt of 
many diff 


that the principal action which is as 
it were,the head of a Romance ſhould 
onely "be one , and illuſtrious above 
the reſt ; and that the ſubordinate 
ations, which are as it were mem- 


ferent parts and proprotions,, 
all under one head ; it follows then 


-— 


' bers, ought co have relation ro this. 


head, yield to it in dignity and beau- 


> 
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ty, adorn, ſuſtajn'and attend it.wath 
dependauce ; otherwite it would be 
a, Body. with many He ads, monſtrous 
and; deformed, . The, example - of 
Ovid alledged in his favour,” and that 
of 'ather Cyclick Poets ,. wifich he 
might alſo cite, does not juſtifie-him 
in the leaſt, ſor cze; Metamorphoſes 
of the ancjent Fable,which avidpro- 
poſed to himſelf to ama(s into one 
Poem, and thoſe of -the-Cyg/7ok Poers 
conſiſting all of ations, -which.have 
no_dependance on 0r,relatiog'to,one 
another , and. being, all; weilaigh.of 
equal. beauty and. eminence 5: 1t.was 
altogether as. . impoſſible. 4q::make 
thereof one regular: Bodys -as tobuild 
one complete Structure with S8nd/ion- 
lys.i: The applauſe, whichi the:faulty 
Romances of his Nation have-zecet- 
ved , and whichihegeljes fomuchup- 
on, does yet 1 uſtifie-him lefs,o0e,nuuſt 
not judge of.a; piece by. the mymber, 
but;by the ſorfkejoney he approba- 


rors, 


50 ©  Rannaiices;,-: 
tors z cvery one aſſume to themſelves 
the licerice tojudge and cenſure Poeſte 
and Romance ; the ſumptwous Pa- 
laces" and' the common Streets are 
made Tribunals, where the merits of 
greateſt works is Soveraignly decided. 
Thereevety one ſhoots his bolt , and 
preſumes boldly to ſer the value of 
an Epick Poem upon' the reading of a 
compariſon or a deſcription : and one 
Verſe ſomewhat (harſh , ſuch as the 


Placeand matter ſometimes requires; 


may-chere ruine the'reputation. of all, 
one: happy thought -or tender ſenti- 
ment! makes''there: the fortune of a 
Romance , and oneexpreſſion a little 
force”; *6r 'o0ne ſuperannuated word 
deftroys it-; but they who! compoſe 
them will in no-wife ſubmit ts theſe 
deciſions $ but like the Comedian in 
Hor ace','who beinghifſed from the 
Stage by-the peopte', contented him: 
ſelf with the approbation of the'Che- 
valliets. Theſe -arecontent thatthey 


pleaſe. 


* Th I I CP" Pld (D- © © WT we TU oo oof OTvyg tun Eo — Milbot. DADS FR Tc on 2. 


OO 


and their Oxiginal, 51 


pleaſethe niceſt and moſt able Judges, 
who have other kind of Laws to 


judge by ; and theſe Laws are known 


ro {o very few , thatas I often have 
ſaid before, a good Fudge is as rare- 
ly to be met withall as a good Ro- 


 mancer, ora good Poet : and that in 


the ſmall namber of thoſe who under- 
ſtandand can judge of Proſe, hardly 
one can be found who underftands 
Porfie, or who is ſenfibleand appre- 
hends that Pockie ang Profe are things 


. altogether different, Theſe Criticks, 
-whote Sentence is the certain rule to 
value Poems Ad Romances. by, did 


avow to Giraldi, that the Italian Ro- 
mances have many very pretty things 
iff them , and deſerve many other 
commetidations', bar not that.of re- 
geulirity , contrivakce, nor-juſteſs of 
deſien. I return to the Romance of 
Athenagoras , where the diſcoyery of 


| the plor, though withour- machine, 
is lefs happy then the reſt ; it goes nor 


{f = 
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of ſmartly enough , it preſents ir ſe} 
before the paſſion and impatience of 
the Reader be ſufficiently. warmed, 
and is made with too much repetitions 
but his greateſt fault is the unſealon- 
able oſtentation , wherewith he diſ- 
plays his Skill in Archite&ure , what 
e writes thereof might be admirable 
elſewherey bur is vicious , and out of 
of its place where he puts it. Negoe 
anco il Poeta , ſaith Giraldi, nel aeſcri- 
were le Fabrichs,,.volerſi moſtrare 11 
guiſa Architettore ,- che deſcrivendotrop- 
po minutamente le coſe a'tale arte appar-- 
tinenti, laſci quello che Anviene #1 Poeta;, 
alla quaſe coſa 'eeli doe ſoura o2ni coſa mi- 
rare, ſe cerca loda, olire che queſte deſcrit - 
tioni di coſe mechaniche recano..con loro 
wvilta ,, & ;ſono lontane, & dalf uſo; & 
dal : grande dell” Heroico. © A, Poet 
* ought:not in deſcribing a Fabrick 
< rothew himſelf an Architedt:, :for 
. ©in deſcribing t90 minutely. the par- - 
© ticylars appertaifing to (uchan , 
-S a 16 - 
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< he leaves what is prgperly a Poets 
< work ,, which it concerns him prin- 


. © cipally to look to-, if he expe& 


© commendation ; befiges, that ſuch 
© mechanick deſcriptions debaſfe the 
work, areto0 mean and far below, 


| ©the grandeur and magnificence of 


©4an Heroick Pqgem. 

He has taken.many things from 
Heliodorss,or Heliodorus from him , for 
a5 I believe them contemporaries, I 
know not to whether is due the glory 


of the invention. The names and cha- 


racers of Theogenes and Charilea re- 
ſemble thoſe of Theagepes and Cha- 
riclea, Theogenes and Cbaridea ſee-and 
fall in love with each other ata Feaſt 
of Minerva ; as Theagenes and Chari- 


clea at a Feaſt of Apollo. Athenagoras 


makes one Harondates Governour of 
the lower Zeypr. Heliodorys makes 
oroondates Governour of Egypt. Athe- 
nagoras feigns: Theogenes ready to be 
Sacrificed by the Scythians. Heliodoras 

No E 3 makes 
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makes. Th ; 
ced by the «Athiopians, and Athenage- | 
ras like Heliodgrus has divided his 
work into,ten Books. Kd ) | 
_* Iſhall not Put among the number. 
of Romances the Books of Paradoxes 
of Dagiep:: the Heathen ' Philoſo- 
pher, who lived under Zia»; for 

' notwithſtonding Phottus (aith, that he 
imitated Antonius Diogenes, the model 
of moſt Greek Re IRE S, *tiS to. be 
underſtood that he writ ſike him Hi- 
ſtories Fabulous and Incredible , bur 
not Romantick, nor after the manner 

* of Romances; hercelating onely the 

apparitions of Spectres, and Goblins, 
and Events above Nature, either too 
lightly believed, or. invented with 
little addreſs , and becoming the A- | 
theiſm and impiery.of the Aythor., ? 

_ "Twoyears after Dayraſcius was the : 
Hiſtory of Barleam and Foſephat com- 
poſed by St. Fohn Damaſcenus. Many 
ancient Manyfcriprs father it on Jon | 
WEI 'd ha "The 


eazenes ready to be Sacrifi-, ? 


-— 


_—_— 


# 


and theix Naiginal, :55 
the.Sina#te ,; who lived in the time of 


» L 


Theadgfiu., 'buc , yithout reaſpp as 


Zilligs, makes it appear, z becauſe the 


diſpures againſt zh jeprec/gs, yebich 
te. 3nſerred. ir, this. work , were 
not then moved , nor were .till. long 


ris raſhes by ao, Emperor, j£oge 
Ifapricus y. under whom lived St, Fobn | 


Damaſcenns. . *T3 Romance bur. a 
Spiritual onegit treats;of Loye, but” tis 
the loygpt Gods, and there one. may 
ad” wk ont GE bon 9 of 


*R 


blood of Martyrs: it is: writ, in the 


faſhion of a Hiſtoxy 3, not according 
ro the rules of Rqmance, and .not- 
withſtanding that. the, veriſimility is 
there gxaQly enough obſcryed; | Ir 


bears with-it ſo, many marks. of Fi- 


Ho it is not to be read. bur 


with ſome little diſcernment to. diſco- 
ver it.; In the reſt one. may pexcezve 
the fabulous, Gering: of the Authors 
Nation, by che great number of Para- 
boles, Gomparifons.and Similutades, 
| | E 4 which 


3s | ' **Nomattces , - 
which "26 * there in abundance. 

© The Romince of Theoderss Proarg- 
mic, an{'hic which lome atcribure 
to Fuſt 1thins Wpop.or ' Thiſſaldiiica, 
wh6 , foutifthed*under rhe Empire of 
of Maildel Comipes ,, about the mildle 
of rhe-tirelfth* Age, are much whar 
of cheſawie ndtie?” che firſt Confiins 
the Amours of Doſicles and: Rhodapthe, 
the 'other, thoſe” of Afmenas and 7/- 
meine,” Monſieur” Gaulmen has made 
both bf chem publick' together with 
his, tranſtation and notes. . Seeing he 
ſaith nothing of Euſathivs in the Pre. 


Name , .I wilt interpret his ſilence 
in his favour; and Þticve thar being 
a Learned Mani”; he fell not into the 
error of thoſe who are perſwaced that 
the famons Comentator upon Homer 
was” capable of © making fuck 4 mi- 
ſerable work as that is. Moregverſome 
Manuſcripts name the Aurhpy Euma. 
thigs, 'and not Faſtathius , —_— 
4#! +8 5.27, os FP r e 
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the matter be_,- nothing is more 


frigid , nothing more flat, nothing 
more tedevus, no decorum, no-veri: 
ſimility,.no condudt ;-'tis the work 
of ſome School Boy,vur ſome wretch- 


ed'Pedagogue, who deſerved to be a 


School; Boy. all the days of his life. 
Theodorys Prodromus is:not much bet- 


ter, howeyer he has ſomething: more 


of art though'ic be burlittle, he never 


extricates himſelf unleſs it be by.ma- 


chines , and he underſtands not how 
to makethe Aorspreſerve decorum, 
and the uniformity. :of. their Chara- 
ers. His. work is, rather a . Poem 
then a Romance, for it .is writ,n 
Verſe,and this makeshis ſtyle(which 
is too Jicentious and. full of: Figuzes) 
more paxdonable; ne; erthele(sſecin g 
his Verſes are Jambicks which are like 
Proſe,gn&which may he calted meaſu- 
red Proſe,] excluderhirg not fromthix 
laſt. Some. ay he was a-Ruſſian by;:Na- 
jion.a Prieſt,a Poer,a Philoſopher,and | 
CRAS ' 7 8 


58 Uomances . 

* I give well nigh the ſame judge- 
ment of LZoxzus the Sophiſt his Paſto- 
rals, as of the two former Romances; 
for notwithſtanding that moſt of the 
Learned of late times have commend- 
ed them for their elegance,and agree- 
Ment /joyned with a ſimplicity proper 
for: the Subje& z nevertheleſs.T find 


nothing in all 'this bur a {implicity, 


which runs ſOmerimes. even to chil- 
difhtteſs and foolery. *'There-is nd- 
thifig-in ir, either of invetition or con- 
duet.” He "begins grofly with the 
Bitth of his Shepheards, 'and ends 
with their Marriage he never cleares 
tp his Adventufes but by Machines, 
improper and Il contive; ſo obſcene 
for the reſt , that'one muſt he ſome- 
whata' Cynick ro read "him withour 
bluſhing. His'fyle, which has been'fo 
tmich'eryed up; 18 ſuch as may be de- 
ferv891efſe : ths the ftyle of a Sophiſt, 
ſach'as he' was; tke that of Zuftathins 
ahd"Theodorus Prodromys ; which par 

" | kIKES 


. 
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takes of the Orator and the Hiſtorian, 
and which is proper neither to the one 
nor to the other ; full of Metaphors; 
Anticheſes, and ſparkling Figures, 
which dazle and ſarprize the ſimple, 
and tickJe the'Ear , without farisfy: 
ing the mind ; in'leju of ingaging 
the Reader by the novelty of rhe 


_ events, by the arangement and varie- 


ty of matter, and by a clear and cloſe 
Narration ,, which 'withall has its 
cadence, goes off roundly, and which 
always advanceth within the ſybje&. 
He aſſays(as moſt of other Sophilts)ro 
entertain him with deſcriptions by 
the by; he leads him our of rhe 


. way, and while he lets him ſee ſo: 


much.of the Countrey which he did 
not look for , he ſpends and conſumes 
his-actention , and the impatience 
he had to arrive at the end he ſonght 
for and propoſed to himſelf, Itran-' 
flated this Romance with delight in 
my Childhood', and jt is that age 5 

I | y 
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ly which it can pleaſe: I ſhall nor 
tell you inwhat time he lived ,. none. 
of the Ancients have made mention: 
of him, and he bearsno token which. 


may give place for conjectures ,_un-: | 


leſs perhaps it be the purity of his 
tyle , which makes me judge .him. 
more ancient then the two former. 


.; For the, three Xenophons Roman-. 
A . fo» : 'd 4 * "H 4 

cers,, whereof Svig.s ſpeaks, I can | 

| ay no,more of them then he has done: | 


one of them yas of 4mtioch, an other 
of, Epheſus ,.. the third of Cyrus. All 
three writ Love ſtories : the_firft 
gave his Book the name: of Babylo- 


picks,as Jamblicus : the fecond Intitled - | 
his the Epheſeacks , and relates the A- 
mours of Hahrecomgs and Anthea': and | 


the chird named his che. Cypriacks,, 
where he r:counts the Amqurs of 
Cinyras, Myrrha, and Adonis. | 


I ought nor to forget Parthenias of 
Nice, from whom we have acol- 
Jeftion of love Hiſtories 3. which he 


Degi- 
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Dcdicates to the Poet Cornelius Gallys 
of Auguſtus his time. Many 'of them 
are. drawn from the ancient Fable, 
and:all from. ancient Authors which 
he cites: Some of them ſeem Roman- 


| tick, and to have been taken from 


Mileſian Fables ; as that of Erippe and 
Zanthus in the 8th. Chapter, that of 
Policrites and ' Deognete in the gth. 
Chapter , that of Lzcoxe and Cyonippe 
in- the xoth, Chapter, and that of 
Nearg and Hypſicreon, and of Promeddj 
in the 18th. Chapter. ,; for beſides 
that theſe Adventures are attributed 
to. Mileſian perſons, jt doth notatall 
appcar that they have beentaken «i- 
ther from the Fable or ancient Hiſtg. 


.of the:Founder of Milergs ,. which he 
reports. in the 11th, Chapter 5 area 
Fiction of the Conntries., which. has 
made it famous, and'has been conſe- 
.cratad in the Antique Myrhojogy 
OLIN This 


i 
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This however I cffer'only as a ſlight | 
conjecture. 4 5B | 

In this account which TI make ;''1 | 
diſtinguiſh the regular Romatices 
from thoſe which are not. Icall re- 
gular thoſe 'which are according to 
the rules-of ah Heroick Poem. - The 
Greeks who have fo happily improved 
moſt of Arts and Sciences, that one 
may . account them' the Inventors, 
have alſo cultivated the art of making 
Romances, and from rude angl wild 
as it was amorig the Orieptals , they 
have given it a better ſhape', adjuſt- 
ing ittothe rules of the Epopee , and 

_ Joyhing in one 'complete body the di- 
verſe parts , which without order or 
harmony compoſed the Romantes of |} 
former' times, Of all the Greek .Ro- 
mancers which I have named, they 
who have obſerved theſe rules are 
onely Antonins,” Diogenes, Lucian, A- 
thenagoras,Tamblicus, Heliotorus, Achil- 
bes Tatins, Euftathias , and 'Theodorus 
hb Prodo- 


Prodromus. I do not mention Latin 
of Patras, nor Damaſcinus,whom 1 have 
not rancked 'among the' makers of 
Romances z fot St. Fohn Damaſcenus 
and Longus,it had been caſte for them 
to have reduced their 'works under 
theſe Laws , but they either were ig- 
noraht of them, or deſpiſed them; .'ul: 
know not' whar to ſay of. che three 
Xenephons, of whom'nothing is left 
us : neither'of A4rifides;, and thoſe 
who like him writ the Mileſtan. Fables. 
I believe however thar theſe later 


were tyed to ſome rules' and meaſutes, 


which Ijudge by the 'works made in 
their imitation , which time has pre- 


ſerved us, as the Meramorphofis. of 


Apuleus,which is regular enough. _ . 
Theſe Aleſian Fables,long time bes 


fore they made this Progreſs in Greeet 
which you have ſeen, were already- 


paſſed into 7taly , and were there fir 

received by the Sybarites ,. a people 

more Voluptuous then one can ima- 
| Sine. 
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ine... This.conformity of humour 
which they had with the Mileſtans, 


. 


commerce .of luxury. and pleature; 
and united.them\ ſo well, that 'Be#0,o- 
zus aſſures. us, he knew no people ſo 


ſtrictly allied, .chey chen learned of | 


We engthe ace of Fictions ; and 
Sybaritick Fables were as common,in 


eſtablithed among them;a reciprocal 
» 4b. | Y ot 's; 


Ray x as the Mileſian Fables were in 


their..model. , Heſychius gives us to 
underſtand in one. paſſage very much 
corrupted, that <ſop being in 7taly, 
his Fables: thexe were ſo,well appro- 
ved, that they did improve upon 
them ,, and, named them Sybariticks 
when they were changed, and” they 
became a Proverb : but. he. diſcovers 
not wherein, conſiſted that alteration. 


 Shidas believed that they, were like 


thoſe of Mop ; he is miſtaken in this 
as frequently. elſe where, The 9d 
 Comeritator upan Ariſtophenes Gb 
Sa \- 


ws 
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that the Sabarites made uſe of Beafts 
in their Fables , and eſop made uſe 
of, men in his; this paſſage is cer- 
tainly corrupted, for as it appears that 
e£ſops Fables imployed Beaſts, it fol- 
lows that thoſe of the Sybrires made 
uſe of Men : and thus too he faith in 
an other place in exprefs terms g 
thoſe of the Sybarites were pleaſant and 
provoked laughter. T find apiece of 
one of them in Elaz: *cis a little ſtory 
which he ſaith he rook from the Hi- 
ſtory of the Sybarites, that is to (ay, as 
Irakeir, from the Syberirich Fabl 
you may judge there of by the ftary ir 
|: ah 

- A Child of Sybaris going ro School. 
along with his School-Maſter met'in 
the Street one that ſold Figgs, and 
ſtole from him one of them ; the 


| \- | - Schoolmafter ſharply reproving him, '. 


ſnatches'the Fig from bim,8 eats ir. 
' But thefe Fables were not onely. 
facetious bur (mutty withall. Ovid 
| F Ppurs 


puts the Sybaritida, which was com- 
poſed ſome little time before him, 


among the number of the moſt laſci- | 
vious pieces. Many Learned Men, 
believe that he intends the work of 


Hemitheon the Sybarite , whereof Lu- 


cian ſpeaks, as of a mals of ſmutrineſs: 


this appears to me without ground, 


for one cannot at all perceive that the. 


Sybaritida.did .any other wiſe agree 
with the Book of Hemitheon, then in 
this ,* that both the one and the other 
were Books of Debauchery ; and thjs 
was common.to all the Sybaritick Fa- 
bles. Bbeſides this the Sybaritida .was 
made bur a little before 0vids times 
whereas the Town of Sybares was ab- 
ſolutely ruined , by the Crotoniates 


500 years before him. *Tis therefore, 
more credible that this Sybaritida was 
compoſed by ſome Reman and ſo cal- -. 


led, becauſe it was made. in imita- 
tion of the ancient Sybaritick Fables. 
Ac-certain-old Author, whoſe name I 
believe 


| 
| 
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believe you do not much value; vives 
us to underſtand that their ſtyle was 


| cure; and Lacozick ; bur all this doth 
' n6t convince us that theſe Fables had: . 


nothing of the Romance in rherh. 
This paſſage of ovia makes ir 
clear ; that »in his time the Rbanans: 
had given admittance to the Fables 
of the Sybarites amongſt then! and he 
reaches4u3 in the ſame Book” that the 
famons Hiſtorian ' Siſenna | had "alſo 
rranſſated for them the Mileſtts Fa- 
bles of Ariſtides. This Sifſemma lived 
in Syllz's time , and was with him of 
the great and Illuftrious Family, of. 
the | Cor yelians : He was Preator Of 
poi If and Acaia z he writ the Hilfory, 
1 Countrey , and was preferred. 
EAA all Hifforians of his, NI 
whid i went before him. : 
IFrhe 20an Republick diſdeis ned 
not the realing of theſe Fables Feh, 
whilei: yer retained an auſtere Diſci- 
pline'and rigid manners ; *tis ng wor: 
| er 
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der if being fallen under the power of 


ple being abandoned to luxury / and 
pleaſures, ir was likewiſe rouckt 


with thoſe which Romances gave 
the mind. FYjre:l, who lived a lictle 
after the firſt rite of the Empireggives 
not any more agreeable diverſion. to 
the Naides , Daughters of the River 
Peness , while they were aflembled 


together under their Fathers Warers, 


then to relate the Amours of the 
Gods, which were the ſubje& of the 
Romances of Antiquity. 

And. 0vid, Yireils contemporary, 
makes the Daughters of Memivs tell 


_ Romantick Tales; and while their 


hands.were buſte and employed, their 
tongues and wit were at liberty. The 
firſf is of the Loves of Pyramns an 


Thisbe, the ſecond of thoſe of Mars 


and Yenxs , the third of thoſe of Sal- 
macs for Hermaphrodite. 

By this appears the eſteem Rowe 

heretofore had for Romances, which 


1S 


1 
[3 
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the Emperours,and after their exam-, | 
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is yet more. clear by the Romance 
which Pefronius (one of their Con- 
ſuls, and the moſt poliſhed man of his 
time)}.compoſed ; he made it in form 
og » of that kind which FYarrs 
had invented, intermixing agreeably 
Proſe with Verſe , and the ſerious 
with the jocofe, the which he named 
Menippian z becauſe Menippus before. 
him had treated of grave matters, in 
2 pleaſant and ſcoſhng ſtyle. __ 
T his Foy of Peironins fails not to 
be a true Romance; it contains no- 
thing but agreeable and ingenious 
Fictions, bur very often too wanton 
and immodeſt, Hiding under” the 
bark a fine and tart raillery againſt 
the vices of XNeyo's Court, Seeing 
Fake remains of ir. are onely ſome 
raoments, which (ſcarce have any 


"coherence at all one with another ;or 


rather the colle&ions of ſome indu- 
ftrious perſon z one cannot exactly 
diſcern the form and tiſſue of the 
| FJ whole 
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whole ſas nevertheleſs it appears 
ro be conducted with order. And” tis 
probable the incoherent parts would 
make up a complete body with thoſe 
that are wanting. Though Petronins 
ſeems to be a very great Critick, and 
of an exquiſite taſte in learning , his 
ſtyle does not always altogether an- 
{wer to the delicatneſs. of his judge- 
ment z ſomething of affettation ma 

be obſerved; he is ſomewhat too mach 
Painted and Studied, and degenerates 
from that natural and majeſfick ſim- 
pliciry of che happy age of Auguſtys. 
So true is it thatrhe art of ( aking, 

which all the Ws d practilc (7 4 
which ſo ver ew underſtand) i 


alſo lived in Nero's time; compq 
Sabitk Fables, chat i is (as ſome Need 
fabſes wherein are recounted the loyes, 
of. LG and Nymphs. Thisagregs. wel 
with 


Some ſay that the] Poet Lycans nh 


| 


| 
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with a Romance, and the wit of that 
Age, which was Romantick con- 
firms my ſuſpicion. Bur in regard 


nothing is lefr us but-the Title, and 


thir'roo does nor clearly enough ex- 
preſs. the- nature of the piece, Iſhall 
ſay nothing thereof. Fay \2:cb 
The Aetemorphoſis of Apuleus , fo 
well known under the Title of the 
Golden Aſs, was made under the Anto- 
12: It had the ſame Original-with 
the Aſs of Lucian, being.taken out of 


the two firſt Books'of the Metamor- 


phoſes of :Lxcius of Patrgs., with this 
difference-always, that theſe Books 
were: abridged . by Zucian, andaug- 
mented by. Apulews. i The work of 
this Philoſopher is regular , for not- 
withſtanding he ſeems to begin with 


>his infancy , yet what is there ſaid is 


onely by way of Preface, and to. ex- 
cuſe the Barbarouſneſs of his ſtyle. 
| The.true beginning of his Hiſtory is. 


at his Voyage into Theſſakis, He has 


F 4 - given 


given us an des of the Mileſian Fa: 
bles in this piece, which he declares 
withall to be of that ſort; he has in- 
riched it with pretty Epiſodes ,, and. a-: 
mong others - with that of ZPſyehe, 
which no perſon is ignorant of ; and 
he has not at all retreuchr the (murcri- 
neſs which was in the Originals 
which he had followed. His ſtyle is 
that of a Sophiſt, full of affeQation 
and violent figures, hard, barbarous, 
and befitting.an African. . 
Some hold that Clodine Albings, one 
of the pretenders to the Empire, who- 
was. vanquiſht and flain by the Em- 
perour Severus , diſdained not a like 
travail. . Fulius Capitolinus reports in 
his life, that there. were ſeen certain 
Mileſias Fables under his name,oreat- 
ly eſteemed, though but indifferently: 
written-z and that Severas reproch- 
ed the Senate, that they had com- 
mended him for a Learned Man, 
whereas hg read nothing bat the Afile- 
TN | fi 
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fian Fables of Apulens, and ſpent all 
his Study in old Wives tales and ſuch 

like rrifles, which he preferred before 
ſerious employments. 
Martianus Capella has (as Petronins) 
given the name of Satyr to his work, 
or that it is writ like his in Verſe 
and Proſe , and that the profitable 
and the agreeable are there interwo- 
ven; having deſign to treat of all choſe 
which are called the Liberal Arts, he 
therefore rakes a circumference, giv- 
ing them perſons; and feigning that 
' "Mercury , who has them in'his Train, 
; Eſponſes Ph:lology , that is to ſay, the 
love of good Letters , and gives her 
for a Nuprtial preſent whatever they 
have'moſt fair and moſt precious g io 
tharitis a continual Allegory, which 
properly deſerves nat the name of a 
Romance, 'but rather of a Fable : 
for as 1 have already remarqued, a 
Fable repreſents things which never 
have nor ever can happen z' and a 
Romance 
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Ramance repreſents things which 
may, but never have happened. The 
Artifice of this Allegory is nor ver 
ſubtile; the ſtyle is barbariſme ic ſelf, 
ſo bold and ſo extravagant in his fi: 
ures » that they were not to be par- 
doned the moſt deſperate Poet z and 
covered with. an obicurity ſo thick, 
that it is hardly intelligible : other- 
wiſe it is Learned and full of Notj- 
ons which are not common. 

Some. write that the Author was 
an. African ,. if he were not he might 
well be one, his manner of writing is 
fo harſh and forced. The time where- 
in he lived is not known, jt onely ap- 
pears he was more ancient then F#- 

CHAR. 


". Hitherto the Arr of Romancing 


was maintained with ſome ſplendour, 
byr- it declined afterwards - with 


. Learning and the Empire, when theſe 
| boyRexous Nations of the North care 
ried every, where with them their ig- | 


norance 
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norance and barbarity. _ Before Ro- 


mances were made for'delightz now 
were deviſed fabulous Hiſtories , be- 


canſe none were acquainted with the 


Trugh. -+ Taliefſin, who is ſaidto have 
lived about the middle of the fizth 
Age, ,ynder that King Arthur ſo fa- 
mous in Romances z and Melkin who 
was ſomewhat younger, writ the Hi, 
ſtory of England, their Countrey ,. of 
King Arthur, and of the round Table, 
Balags,who has pyr.them in bis Cata- 
logue, ſpeaks of them as of Authors 
filled wich. Fables. The ſame: may 
be ſaid of Hunibs/dus Francus, whowas 
(as ſome: write) contemporary . of 
Clova., and whoſe Hiſtory is n90- 
cher but a maſs: of lyes grofly con- 


- ceived. :/3BRY':\ 


«-- Io Hine, Sire come 00 the famous 
Book. of "he exploits of Charlemagne, 
which.ſome alcrihe very untowardly 
to the Archbiſhop-Twpin, though he 


- be.later. then. iv by more, then. awo 


hun- 
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hundred years. Pignes and ſome 0- 
thers have believed ridiculouſly, that 
Romances took their name from the 
Town of Reims , whereof he 1 725 


DPI» 


Archbiſhop , for that his Book ( as | 


Pigns reports) was the Source from 
whence the Romances of Provence 
chiefly iſſued; and that he was ac- 
cording to others the principal among 
the makers of Romances. | 
However there are to be ſeen many 
Hiſtories of Charlemagnes life full of 
extravagant Fables , and 'like that 
which bears the name of 7»rp7in. Such 
were the Hiſtories attributed to 
Harcon, and to Solcon Fortemanz to 
Savard the Sage , to Adell Adeling, 
and to Fohn Son of the King of Freez- 


land, all five Freezlanders, and who. 


are alſo ſaid to have lived in the time 
of 'Charlemargne. Such alfo was the 
Hiſtory attributed to Occon , who ac- 
cording to the common opinion was 
Contemporary of otho the Great , _ 

. a 


/ 
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had Selcon before named to his great- 


| Uncle. . And'ſuch were thoſe which 


' 


— A * 


contain the Atchieyvments. of King! 
Atthar, and the Life of Merlin. Theſe 
Hiſtories compoſed for delight plea- 
ſed the Readers,who were fimple and 
more ignorant then thoſe who made 
them, they did- not in thoſe days: 
trouble themſelves in the reſearches: 
after good Memoires:, and in being 
informed of che truth for writing of. 
Hiſtories, They had the ſtuff in” 
their own head, and went no farther. 
then their own invention.' - Thus 
Hiſtorians degenerated. into true Ro- 
mancers. In this Age of ignorance 
the 'Latine Tongue too as well as 
rrarh was deſpiſed. The Verlſifiers, 


Compoſers, Inventers of Tales , Je- 


ſters, andin fine thoſe of this .Couns 
trey who ftudied that which was 
there called the Gay Science , did be- 
gin about the time of Hugh Caper to 
Romance it pell mel, and over run: 

France, 
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France,giving about their Romances, 
and; Fables compoſed in the Romay 
Tongue z for heretofore thoſe of Pro- 
vence had more of Learning:and Pbe- 
fie among them \ then all France be- 
ſides. This Roman Tongue was that 


which the Roman: introducted among” 


the Gavls together with their Con» 


queſts; and which being corrupred 
by 'the times with .a mixture of the. 


Gauliſh Language which was before, 
and then French or Tudeſque which 
followed, *rwas neither Latin, Gauliſh, 
nor French;burta certain medley of all, 
whetein Zutin' however was: pre- 
dominant, the which for that reaſon: 
was filways called the Fomayn, ro di-' 


ftinguiſh it from che parcicalar and*, 


natural Laiguage of each Countrey,' 
a&the French, Gauliſhor Celtique, Aqui- 


tanique, Belgique, for Caſer writs that 


heſe' three: Languages were different” 
among 'themfelves,; which Strabb ex- 


plains of a difference, which only was 


as 


| m— 
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as the diverſe dialects of the ſame. 
Language. ENT . 
| The, Spaniard uſe the word Romance: 
in the ſame ſignification with us, and. 
they call ,their ordinary Janguage. 
Romance ; the Romain being then moſt 
univerſally underſtood ,. thoſe of Pros: 
vence Who Studied Fidtgns made uſe 
thereof for their Fitions,which franm, 
thence were called Romances, * The. 
Verſifiers .alſo  travaling: about the: 
Countrey,were bountifully rewarded. 
for their labours , and nobly enter- 
tained by Lords, whom they made v+;, 
fits ro; ſomewhereof wouldbe ſo trans, 
ſported with delight: to, hear themy\ 
that they ſometimes would eyen de-- 
ſpoil themſelves of their Robes 20: 


adorn the - Verſifiers - therewithall.- 


Thoſe of Provence were not the-onely 
perſons who delighted in this agree-- 
able exerciſe: almoſt every Province: 
of France had their Romancers., even- 
to Picardy , where were compoſed 
| their 
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their Servantois , pieces treating of 
Love, and ſometimes Satyrical : -and 
from thence come ſo very many,of 
old Romances , whereof ſome; parc 
are Printed, others are rotting 11 | 
Libraries, the reſt conſumed by the | 
length of time. Spazy it ſelf, which 
has been (o fruitful in Romances, and 
Ttaly too, have from us received the | 
art of compoſing them. ' Ms par di 
porter dire che queſta ſorie di Poeſia: 
Theſe are the words of Grraldi (peak- 
ing of Romances. Habbia hannta Ia 
prime Origine ,, & il primo ſuo principio 
as Francefi., de i quali ha [44 once 
baveto il nome. Da Francefi pio e paſſa- 
ta queſia manieys di peteggiare a gle | 
Spagnuoli, & «ltimamonte e figta uc- | 
cettats 4a gli Ttaliani. © So that I may 
*fay this ſort of Poeſic has had its fir 
© Original ' and Source from the 
French, and from them peradven- 
© tur6 rook the name. From the Frehch 
©afrerwards this. kind of Poetizing: | 
| ' ©paſſed: |; 


£ 


fried 
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. © pafled to the Spaniards , and laſtly 


© was entertained by the Ttalians. 
The late Salmaſiss, whoſe memoriec 
I have in fingular' veneratiqn, both 
thip which, was contraded be- 
tween us,, was of opinion that Spuis 
having learned of the 4rabians. the art. 
of making Romances, did afterwards 
communicate it; by cheir example to. 
all the reſt of Ezrope. To mainzain this 
one muſt hold char Talkeſſen and Mel- 
kin both Enzljþ , and Hunnibaldss 
Francss, (which three are believed to 
have compoſed their Romangick Hi- 
ſtories, about the year 550) are.more 
recent” by. at aſt aboat 200 years 
then, can be imagined. Forthe re- 
volr'of Comte Fulian, and entrance of. 
the! Ardh:avs into Sp4n, happened not 
till 91 of the Hegzrs,, that is to. ſay, 
che 713, year of our Lord ; and ſome 
time oo be allqwed for cheſe Ro-. 
mances, of the Arabiens to ſpread in 
n | Span, 


83 | 
| Spain, an] f6i thofe. which (asis) pre- 
rended)' the Spaniards made in their 
imit{tioh to be di petſed throughout 
the reſt; of Europe. - * I thall'not jb 
upan me'to maintain'rhe antiquic 
cy Re, rfough I have me 
fo ro do. , Feeing the contrinch 
x hpbotin inion 15 fot me., Tis 
certain that the "#7 tbjans ' wer ex- 
creamy addiatzd (45T have made ap- 
peat ) to: the Gay Science, I rmean to 


Poefie, Fables, and Fictions 'This' 


Scirnce having continined with them” 
while'ir was rude, withotit haytig 
been improved and cultivated by.the 
Greeks. "They brought it aloe wich 


dued it ;' though beſides it hat 
fRlourithed among the' 4 frie 

Areſtolt 4nd ra Him wh aſe} at ak 
mentian'of the Zybick- FH.5 fo MR te 
Rowances of Apaling, 2nd IDs 
Capella Africans ,, "whereof" '* before 


| have ſpoken , ey "that it "was the 
wit. 


ways 


their Arms i into 4 ou when the y: | 


Mena 23 FFP 


| 


OTE; 


judgement: had d« 2 
Prince of the Poets for .thac year ; 
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wit of theſe people; and this con- 
duced much ro -the fortifying of the 
viqorious Arabians in their inclina- 
tio; - We likewiſe learn out of Leo, 
Afer and Marmol,that the Africain A- 
rabiazs do ſtill paffionately. love Ro- 
mantick Poefiz, and thar they ling in | 

eir 


Verſe and, Proſe the exploits of i 


Bubalyh , as among us are £clebrated 
choſe of Ariher and Lancelot, thar 
their Morabiges compoſe Loye Ditries, 
that in Fez on Mahumets Birth-day 


'the Poets have their aſſemblies and. 
publick (ports,and repeat their Verfes 


zefore the pope ; and who-in their 
ad done beſt , is created 


chat che Kings of. the' Houſe - of the 
Benimerinis , who have. Reigned this 
three handred' years, and which our. 
old Writers call Zelemarine, aſſemble 
on a certain day every year the moſt: 
able. udges inthe City of Fez , and 
makes them a moſt ſpendid Feaſt, af- 
ws G 2 rer 
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ter. which the Poers rep-at their / 
Verlies in honour of 7ahumet , that | 
the King b:ſfows on him who excels | 
the reſt a ſum of Money , a Horſe,'a , 
Slave, and his own Robes, whith he 
wore that day ; and that none of the 
reſt return home without recom- 
=—_— o 
Spain having received the yoak of 
the Arabians earned withal!l their - 
manners, and took from them the | 
cuſtom of ſinging love Verſes,and ce- 
lebrating_the actions of great Men 
after. the faſhion of the Bards amon 
the Gauls, but theſe Songs which 
they named Romances, were much dif- 
ferent from'. what is called a Ro- 
mance. for they were Poeſies made - 
to. be Sung , and conſequently very | 
ſhort, - Some have made a colle&ion } 
of many of them , ſome whereof are 
ſo Ancient , that they can hardly be 
underſto2d;and they have ſometimes | 
ſerved to clear up , and explain the f 
| s " Hiſto- 
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Hiſtories of Sp#/#, -and to reduce the 
events to order in Chronology, Their 


Ronwances are much later, and the an- 
cienteſt of rhem are of nothing ſo old 


a date as our Sir Triſframs and Lance- 


lots. For ſome Centuries of years 


Miguel de Cervante',' one of the beſt 
wits Spain has produced , made a fine - 
and judicious Critique in his' Dox 
2ntxot ; and hardly could the Curate 
of the Marcha, and Maiſtre N:colas the 
Barber , find-in fo vaſta number fix 
which were worthy to be preſerved ; 
the reſt are delivered over to the ſecular 
arm of the old Wife ,to be put in the 
fire. Thoſe which they judged worth 
the Keeping, were the four Books of 
Amadis de Gaul, which is ſaid to be 


the firſt Romance of Chivalry,which 


was Printed in Spain, the model and 
beſt of all the other. wo: 
Palmerin of England, which ſome 
believe was compoſed 'by a King of 
Portwgal,and whic = jadgeworth 


y 
3 Ws 
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to be putin a Box, like that of D#- 
rigs , Wherein Alexander kept. the 
'Works of Homer. © Don Beloans,. the 
Mirrour ' of Chivalry : Tirame: hf : 
White, and Kyrie Eleiſonw-of ' Montaluban, 
(for in the' good old times it was be- 
tieved that Kyrie Eleiſon and Poralipe- 
menos 'wiere the natnss of ſome Saints) 
where the ſubtleties of Madam Plea- 
fure-of-my- Life ; with the Love and 
Guyles of Widow Repoſads ate highly 
extolled. Butall-this is bug of yelter- 
day in compariſon, of -our- old Ro- 
mances, which in-all probability were 
the Models and Originals of them, 
as the conformity of the works and 
vicirity of the Nations may perfwade. 
He alſo gives his .cenſure uþon-the 
Romances in Verſe, and other, Poe- 
fies'which were found in the Library 
of Dos 2uixot ; bat this is beſide our 
: If any obje& that as we took from 
the Arabiass the art. of Rymingy,;'ti 
_— credible 


_— 
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credible thar-we had from them alſo 
the Art of Romancing : ſeeing that 
the; moi}; part: of :0un old ;Romances 
weramrvme}. and that cheeuſtomn of 
the: Erexch Lords, ito give their Veſts 
ments £0. che beſt Poers , and which 
Muvesl | (2ith was prectifd! by the 
Kings:of Fes, gives yer more-groubd 
fac this: ſal! iKi0Rs: 1:1 all aw-thasiik is 
nor :altagether. .impoſlible that, che 
French \eaxned. gime of the-Arabians 
having taken fram chem-bke 


| » 
milethe 
uſage.of applying:at to-Romances, : 1 
allow:alſo thati he loye we:then age 
for-Eables.,! might be augmgnted:an 
fostified by their examples andthes 
ong.art Romantick was —_—_ 
enriched by the: Commerce: which 
the'Neighbourhood of Sp4#:yandithe 
Wars gave u$:with-them:' but not at 
all- that we are endebted ,to them for 
this inclination; ſeeing thats poſlel- 
{ed us long time before 1as-takes 
notice of in:$p4#» z, peither can 1 mote 
| 6G 4 believe 


a: 


believe that the Princes of France 
took from the Arabian Kings tharcu- 
ſtor of deſpoiling themfelyes of their 
Garments 4n favour of the:Pprrs;20Þ 


ratherthink;'that 'both the onE&and 


thed 'other touched: with the excel 
lence of the works they heard repeat- 
ed;they could not hold from exerting 
theietiberality immediacely;and find: 


ing ndthing more near or'ready:then_ 


cheir-Habirs, they made'uſe.of them 
for that vecafion © as wereadiof fome 
Saints, who&have doge'the like for the 
'poor's ahd thar this:'which often came 


ro paſs in France by accident , ispra- ' 


Qiſed every year at Fee by cuſtom, 
| on Ar there too at firſt.inrro- 
laced by Tthance only. ' | 2281 
Tris very'credible that the: Nidlians: 
were firft brought to the oy 
of Romances, by the example of thoſe 
in Proverte; then when che Popes held 
their 'Sea'at Avignon ; and even by 
the example of other 'Frexch, then 


& ' whey 


is 
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when :the Normans and Charles Comte 
d'Anjou(Brother to Saint Lowis)a vere 
Wmons Prince, a lover of 'Poelie, and a 
Poetibimſelf, made War in Ztaly; for 
the Normays alſo would be'tampering 
with the Gpay Sciexce, And Hiſtory 
reports, that they ſung the deeds of 
Roland before they gave thatmemor- 


_ able Bartail', which won the Crown 


of England to William the Baſtard. All 


\Europe in thoſe days was Covered with 


darkneſs'.and thick -ignorances but 
France, Enzland, and Germany leſs then 
Ntaly,which then produced but a {mall 
number of Writers ,  and-ſcarce'; 

makers of Romances at all; «Thoſe of 
that Countrey;, who had a. mind te . 
make themſelves diſtinguithed::by 
ſome. tincture of 'knowledge, came 
for? it-ro the Univerſity ' of Paris 
which: was the mother of Sciences; 
and Nource of the Learned of Europe. 


' St; Thomas: Aquinas , St. Bonaventure, 
the Poet Davfe, and Bocarr came This 


ther 


go _'57BHomancesz 617: 
ther fo . Siudy '; ;and.che; Preſident 
Fax ket ſhews that this laſt rook moſt 
part af his [Novels from French Rio 
mances:z and: that Petrarch andthe 
, other Jtalign Poers: baye pilfred the 
rickeſt;phanſies, and conceirs from:the 
Songs of Thwand King of Navgr,:from 
Gaces Bruſſes >, Chaſtelain de Corcy, 
and the old French Romancers,” Twas 
thenin.myp.opinion , . is this. mixture 
of the two Nations, that the: 1ta/tens 
learned from. us the Science: of | Ro- 
mances., which bytheir own confeſ- 
Hon they, owe to us: as: well as the 
Scyence of rimes. Ws 12112 
, Thus Spais and [tely had from vs;an 
art; which was the fryir-of our igno 
vance and cadaeſs, and;which the' par 
lineſs of the; Perſians,- 10nians';1.a04 
Greeks had produced; In effect agrih 
neceſlity xo preſerve our. lives wiant- 
angiBread,we nouriſh:our Bodies wich 
hexbs.2ndaroots ; ſo-when the koave- 
fedge of truth, which is the propre 


_ 


P 
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and natural Food of the'mind begins. 
to fail us ; we nouriſh it with Lies, 
which arethe imitation of truth z and: 
as/in plenty to (atisfie our pleaſure; 
weofrtenquir-Bread and our ordinary? 
Viands for Ragouſts. Thus whets. 
our'-minds are. acquainted with the 

truth, they eften forſake. the Study: 
and ſpeculation thercof,to be divert-' 
ed wich the Image of Truth , which 
is Fiction 3: for the Image and imica- 
tion according to Ariſtole , are'often 
more agreeable,thewthe truth it ſelf, 
ſo that two Paths diveay. oppoſite, 
which are ignorance: and ' learning, 


rudeneſs an poijcngt eſs often carry 
Men to one and the ſame end, which 
1s the Study of Fi&tions, Fables, and 
| Romances. Hence it isthar:the moſt 
Barbarous Nations love Romaatick 
inventions, as well as:thoſe which 
are-the-moſt poliſht. . The-Oripines 
of all the Savages of America, and 
particularly thoſe of. Pery , contain 
WO 3 Keg | | nothing 


95 Romances , 

nothing but Fablcs z no otherwiſe 
then the Origines of the Goths, which 
they writ heretofore in their, anciegf 
Kunick Characters upon great: ſtones; 
whereof I have feen ſome remains in 
Denmark, And if ought were lefc 
us of thoſeWorks which'the Zgrds a- 
mong the Ancient Gavls compoſed to 
eterniſe the memory of their Nation, 
I queſtion not at all bur we ſhould 
find them inricht with abundance of 
Fictions. 

This inclination to Fables , which 
is common toall Men, is not the re- 
ſulc of ratiocination , imitation or 
cuſtom. *Tis natural to them , *and 
has its bait in the very frame and diſ- 
poſition of their mind and ſoul  . for 
the deſire ro. know and to learn is pay- 
ticular to man , and no leſs does di- 
ſinguiſh him from other creatures 
then his reaſon. One may find even 
in other creatures ſome ſparks of a 
rude-and imperfect reaſon z but the 

PTE coveting 
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coveting of knowledge was never ob- 
ſerved, ſave in Man only. RG 

This proceeds (according to my 
ſenſe) from thar , that the faculties 
of bur Soul being of roo vaſt an EX- 
rent , and of a capacity too large to 
be filled by the preſent objeas z the 
Soul does ranſack and ſearch in what 
is paſt, and what is tocome, in truth 
and in fictions, in imaginary (paces 
and in impoſſibility , - for wherewith 
to. exerciſe and employ it. . Brates 
find . in rhe obje&ts which preſent 
themſclves to their ſenſe wherewith 
to {atisfie. the powers of their Soul, 


ang, are not concerned "further ; ſo 


that one ſees not inthern this reſtleſs 
defire which agitates inceſſantly the 
mind of Men, and carries it to the re- 
ſearch-of new knowledge: to propor- 
tion (if poſſible) the obje& to the fa- 


culty , and find there a pleaſure re- 


ſembling, that we enjoy in appeaſing 
a violent hunger, or quenching a long 
| * =. Tn 
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thirſt.” Tis this Plato would exprefs 
by the Fable of the Marriage of Porus 
and Peri, that isro ſay, Richerand 
Poverty , whereof he ſaith, js barh 
pleaſure , the objec is fignifted by 
Riches, which are nat tiflies but in 
the uſage , and otherwiſe remain un- 
fruitful , and in no wiſe'beger plea- 
(ure. "The faculty is intended by Po- 
verty , which. is ſterile, 'and always 
atrended with inquiecude , while it is 
ſeperated from Riches ; but when.ic” 
1s. joyned thereunto , pleaſure is the 


iffue of this. union. All this we meer _| 


wie] exaQtly in'our ſoul ;, Poverty, 
that is oP - Ignoratice is naturkl to 
It, and ip fighs continually after Scj- 
ence, which.is its riches , which 
wheh it is poffeſsed of, this' enjoyment 
is followed by plcaſure .; but this 
pleaſure isnor always equal , it often 
coſterh it mich pains and traval ; as 
when the ſoul applyesat ſelf to diffi- 
cult ſpecularions, and occult — | 
: the 
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the marter whereof 'is'not preſent rg 
our ſenſes,and where the imagination 
which ads wich facility has a lefs part 
} rhenthe underſtanding whoſe opera. 
rions ate, more laborious ; and. for 
_ that Jabgur is natuxally irckſome to 
us;the ſoulis. nor caxryed to hard and 
ſpinous learning 4, unlels in proſpe& 
of the fruits,,.er.in hopes, of a remote 
| Pleaſure ,,or cle by, nevelſcy 3 bur 
} the knowledge which arcracts theſgul 
'  anddelights it moſt, 1s that whichis 
| 5chuired without, pain , and where 
| rhe imagination (in a mannez) alone 
bl Y / » 4 $4. 4 
do*s at ,-,and on matters like -thoſe, 
which fall ordinarily ynder our ſenſe, 
and eſpecially if this know len BE.FF: 
cites our paſſions, which are the grear 
» moverS.in;all rhe actions of our fg. 
 Stuch are theſe Romances , there, 35 
| required 'rio. great contention Or.tors 
ment -of rhe "mind £9. comprabeng 
| them. No. long. reaſpnings to, be 
made, nor the memory a+” 
| end, 


_ 


96 1} YHoma St Fo. TEE; 
end , nothing .is required bue. the 


- phancy , imagine onely and 'tis e- 


nough. They move not our paſſi- 


ons , ſave onely co appeaſe them gz. 


they ſtir not” our fear or compaſſion, 
but to make us ſee out of danger or 
miſery thoſe we feared or complain- 
ed for ; they couch not our tender-, 
neſs, bur ro' tet us ſee them happy 
we had a love and tendetriefs for. Fi- 


nally, all of our paſſions fihd them- 


fves there, agreeably provoked and 
calmed. 'Tis therefor: that they who 
a& more by paſſion then by reaſon, 
and travail more with their imagina- 
tion then their underſtanding , are 
moſt taken therewith ; though theſe 
other are ſo too , but after another 
manner. Theſe are touched with 
che beauties of Art, and that which 
proceeds from the intellett ;,but the 
former ſuch as are children-and the 
fimple,, are ſepfible onely, of that 
which ſtrikes their imagination, and 

(171 } ESL + 421 > 'Rirs 
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ſtirs their paſſions, & they love fictions 
inthemſelves,withour looking further. 
Now Fictions being nothing but nar- 
rations,true in appearance andfalſe in 
eff<& ; the minds of the fimple, who 
diſcern only the bark,are pleaſed with - 
this ſhow of truth,and very well ſatis 


fied. Bur theſe who penecrate further, 
| and fee into the ſolid , are eaſily dif- 
| geſted with this falſity , ſo that the 


firſt love the falſchood , becauſcirt 
is concealed under an appearance of 
eruth , theſe others are diſtafted 
with this : Image of truth , by rea- 


' ſon of the real falſehood, which is 
' couched under it ; if this falſchood be 
| not otherwiſe ingenious, myſterious, 
| andinſtrecive , and buoys it ſelf up' 


by the e&cellence of the invention and 
art, And S. Avguſtin ſaith ſomewhere, 
that theſe falſities whichare flgnifica- 
tive, and couch a hidden meaning; 
arenot lyes, bur che Figures of trurh, 


| Which the moſt. Sage and Holy per- 
Je 


ſons." 


' BB _ Romances, .' 
ſons, and our Saviour.himſelf haye 
made uſe on upon occaſion. 

Since then *cis true that lyes ordi- 
narily low from ignorance , andthe 
ogroſsneſs of our intellectuals,and thar 
this inundation of the Barbarians, 
who iſsued from the North, ſpread 0- 
ver all Ezrope , and plunged it in ſo 
profound an ignorance, as it could: 
not clear it {elf from ,: till after'two 
Ages or thereabouts, is it not then 
very probable that' this ignorance. 
cauſed the ſame effet in Emrope, 
which it always had produced every 
where belides; and'is it not in vain' 
to ſeek for that in chance, which we 
find in nature ? there is then nocrea- 
ſon to contend , but that French, Gey- 
24n, and Eneliſh Romances , and.all 
the Fables of the . North are of the 
Countrey's . growth , born upon the- 

place, and not imported from elſe- 

where; that they ;never had other: 

Original then the Hiſtories ſtuff with 

falſities, 


5 ww _ % Hh gQ@ tt.” fo «a — ©— Py FYTY a— TJ nk at Or ETA OEIO-A —_ 


aud thetr Onginal., 5&5 9 
falfities, and made in obfcare and ig- 
- | noranr times, when'there was ne ither 
Ir ; indtſtry nor curioſity to diſcover the 
cath of things , nor art for difcribing 
at | jt: chat thefe Hiſtories mixed' with 
S, | rhe and falſe, having be-nwell re- 
= | ceiv:d by the rude and I half- barbarous 
O' | people; the Hiſtorians thertupou took 
d- | the boldneſs to preſent chem fuch as 
O | were'purely firged , which are the 
n | Romances. *Tts alſo a common opi- 
e- | nion that the name of Romance has' 
2, | been hcretofore'given to Hiſtories, 
y _ was applyed afcerwatds to Ficti- 
n' ns; which is an irrefragable reſt1-. 
'e avs Mierer's th2 one has come from the' 
i= | others Ramanzi, ſaith Pigna; ſerondo la 
'- | commune opinione in Franceſe detti eranc: 
=) eats anrals , @& percio le Guerre d! parte in 
" parte notate ſs queſto rome of civand, 
e- | poſcizaltuni dalla verita partendoſs, quan- . 
- | tunque favoleggiaſſers , coſ apunto chia- 
r: | moronoli ſcritti loxro. ©* Romances ac- 
* cording to the common opinion in 
H 2 * France 


C 
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© France were the Annals ; and for 


© that the Hiſtory of the. War publiſh- 


<ed part after part had that Name, 
© ſome afterwards who negle&ed he 
truth howſoever Fabulous they 
© were, gave their writings alſo the 
* ſame Title, Tn 
Straby in a paſſage I have already 
alledged , ſaith that the Hiſtorics of 


the Perſians, Medes, and Syrians have | 


not deſerved much credit ; for that 
thoſe who writ them, ſeeing that the 


” — 


Inventers of Fables were in great. 


eſteem , believed they might be ſo 
too, by writing of Fables in the 
form of Hiſtories, that is toſay, Ro- 
mances.: whence one may conclude 
that Romances, according to all ap- 
pearances and likelyhood have among 
us had the ſame Original , which they 


had heretofore among. theſe. pcaple, | 


.But to retyrn to the:Troubadonrs.0r 


Trouverres|.{o were called.theſe.Pogts. | 


of Provence, who werethe Princes 0! 


Ro- 


"ora 


— = 
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Romancery in Frarce , about the end 
t- . of thetenth Age, their myſtery was 
ez | ſo generally approved of, that all the 
he  Ptbvinces of France , as T have ſaid, 
&y | Had alfo their Trowverres, They = 
he | ducedintheeleventh Agea matchleſs 
| multitude of Romances,both in Proſe 
dy | and Verſe, many whereof .maugre 
of | the envyof time, ate preſerved even 
ve | to our days. ' Of this namber were 
at | the Romances of Garin ie Zoheran, of 
he Triſtram, of Lancelot du Lake,of Bettaip, 
at ofSt. Greal, of Merlyn, of Arthur, of 
{o' } Perceval, of Perceforeſt , and of moſt 
he | part of thoſe 127 Poets, who lived 

bikes the year 1300, of whom the 
de | Prefident' Fa»chet has given his cen- 
P= | ſure. TI ſhall not undertake to make 
you a Catalogue of chem , nor exa- 
ey. | mine' whether the Amadys de Gaul be 
Jie, | Originally from Spam, Flandtss, or 


Or | France, and whether the Romance 


Wy of Tjel Uleſpiegel be a Tranflation 
of. | from the German, nor in what lan- 
0- f, | H 3 guage 


, 
A 
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' guage the Romance of the feverrwiſe 


' Men of Greece was firſt written,or:thar 
of Dolapathos ; which-tcme ſay was ta- 
ken from: the pa-ables of Sendabanthe 
indtan:. fome (ay likewiſe that:zt.is:to 
be found: in Greek in ſome Libraries ; 
which thas furniſhed the matter. of an 
TtalianBook callel-Zraſtus, and of ma- 
ny of Bocace his Novels , as the ſame 
Fauchet has remarked:which was writ 


in Latin by Job: Monſk,of the Abbgut | 


Hautefelue whereof ancitat CopiesSare 
to be ſeen; and Tranflated into. French 
by the: Clerk Hebert,” about the end 
of. the twelfth Age, and into H'gh 
Datch about zoo ycars after 5 and 
after. an hundred years more, from 
High Dutch into Latin again by .a 
Learned perſon , who changed the 
Names thereof.and was ignorantithac 
the Dutch had come from the-Latin. 
It will (uthice thar I tell you all theſe 
works, to which ighorance has given 
Birth , d4J bear along-with them the 
J Wt 2 27 marks 


{ 
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marks of their Original, and were no 
other then a fardle of Fictions groſly 
huddled rogether without head or 
foor.,: and infinitely ſhort of that Sv- 
veraign degree of Art and Elegance, 
whereunto.the Frevch Nation has af- 
terwards brought, Romances. 'Tis 
truely a ſubje&t of. wonder, that hav- 
ing yielded to others the Bayes. for 
Epick Poeſie and Hiſtory , we have 
carried theſe toſo high a pitch, that 
the beſt of their Romances do nor 
equal the very meaneſt of ours. 

We owe I believe this advantage 
to the refinement and politneſs of our 
Galantry ; which proceeds (in my 
opinion) from the great liberty in 


which the Men in Fraxce live with'the 


Women : theſe are in a manner re- 
cluſes in 7taly and Spain, and are ſe- 
perated from Men by ſo many obſta- 
cles, that they are ſcarce to be ſeen, 
and not to be ſpoken with at all. 
Wherefore Men have there neglected 

"T Py: - 


| 

| 

| 
|# 
It 
| 
| 
fg 

| 

| | 
| 

| 

! 


1094 -»-..Romanees, -- 


the art of cajoling them agreeably, | 


ef, 


becauſe the occaſions for it are ſo | 


rare, All the ſtudy and buſineſs 
there is to {urmoung the difkculnes 
of acceſs ; and this being effected, 
they make uſe of the time. withour 
amuſing themſelves with forms. Bur 
in Fraxce the Dames go at large upon 
their Parole z and being under no cu» 


ſtoy , bur that of thezr own hearg, - 


make thereof a Fort more ſtrong and 


ſure then all the Keys and Grates,and 


all the vigilance of the Dovegnaes. The 


Men hereby are obliged ro lay a for- Þ 


mall Siege to this Fort , and imploy 


duce it , -that they have made there- 
of anart, which ſcarce is known to 
other people. *Tis this. art which 
diſtinguiſhes the Frexch- from other 
Romances , and which renders the 
reading, of them fo delicious, that they 
haye cauſed the more profitable read- 
ing to be _neglected, The Dames 
wer? 


{ much induſtry and addreſs to -re- | 


| 
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were the firſt caken with this bayt : 
Theſe made Romances their whole 


- ſtudy , and kave ſo deſpiced that of 


'the ancient Fable and Hiſtory , thar 


they now no- longer underſtand-thoſe 
works , from which they formerly 
received their chiefeſt accompliſh» 
ment z-that they may not bluſh at this 
ignorance , which they ſo often fad 
themſelves guilty of , - they perceive 
that they had better dilapprove what 
they are ignorant of ; then rake the 
pains to learn it, The Men bave imis 
rated them, in complaiſance,and have 
condemned what they condemned, 
and called Pedantry thatwhich made 
an eſſential part of politeſs, even in 
AMalherbe's time. The Poets and 0- 
ther French Writers who ſucceeded; 
have ' been amy to ſubmir'to 
rhis- judgement ; and many amieng 
them fn 'thact the knowledge of 
antiquity Was of no advantage to 
them, have ceaſed to ftudy what _ 
; ur 
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durſtno longer/practiſe.* Thusa good 
caule: has produced a very ill effect, 
and'the .beauty:of our Romances has 
drawn on the: contempt of good-Lers 
ters,:and cofiſequently ignorance, 

\ 1 Not that I prerend for all chis to 
condemn the reading of them. - The 
beſt things in-the World are attended 
almays with. their - inconveniences. 
Romances may have much worſe too 
then ignorance, - know what they 
are accuſed for : they drain our devo- 
tion , -they inſpire as with irregular 
paſſions,and corrupt our manners, All 
this may be, and ſometimes does hap- 
pens: '/But:what cannot evil and un- 
coward minds make a bad uſe on 2 
weak. ſouls .are even contageous'to 
cthemſelves,and make poyſon of every 
thing : Hiftories muſt be forbidden, 
which relates ſo many pernicious ex- 
amples;and the Fable,for there crimes 
are:authorized even by the'example 
ofithe Gods. A Marble Statue which 
TL | made 
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made the publick: Devotion among 
the Heathens, cauſed the paſſion, bru- 
tality and the deſpair of a cerrain 
young man, Cherea in Torence forti- 
fies bim(clf in a criminal diffign,art the 
ſight of a Picture of Fupzters , which 
may be , drew the reſpect of all othtx 
ſpeatuurs.. Little regard: was had 
to the ſobriety of manners in moſt 
part of the Gre:k and old French Ro- 
mances , by r-a{on of- the vice of the 
times, whezcin they were compoſed. 
Even the _ 4ſtrea and ſome others 
which have ſollewed , - are yet ſome- 
what liccntious : but the 2/odern Ro- 
mances (I ſpeak of the:good ones)ate 
ſo far from this fault , that one ſhall 
find not one expreſſion, not one word 
which may ſhock chaſte ears, nor one 
ſingle action;which may give offence 
to Modeſty. + 2684 

If any obje&, that love. is. there 
treated of after a faſhion ſo delicate 
and ſo infinyating;that the bair of this 
8624s 0 | dangerous 


108 ;Nemanees, 
dangerous: paſſion, enters -glibly in 
young hearts. WT: 

: Janſwer, that it is ſo far from 
being dangerous , that it is even” iti 
ſome ſort neceſſary , that the young 
petſons af. the . World ſhould be ac- 
quainted with this paſſion, that they 
may ſtop their ears tv that which is 
criminal ,. and be better enabled to 
deal with its artificesz and know their 
conduc in that which has an honeſt 
and ſacred end; which is ſo true that 
experience lets us ſee,thart ſuch as are 
leaſt acquainted with Love, are moſt 
obzoxious toit; and .the:moſt igno- 
rant are the ſooneſt Duped, Add 
hereto that nothing ſo much refines 
and poliſhes the wit, nor coaduces ſo 
much to the faſhiomning, and making 
it fit-and proper for the World, as the 
reading of good Romances. Theſe 
are the dumb Tutors , which ſucceed 
to.tfioſe of the Colledge , and which 
reach to ſpeak and: to live by 4 Me- 
- | thode 


[ 
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thode more inftructive, and much 
more perſwaſive then theirs, and of 


which may be ſaid , what Horace af- 


firms: of Homers 1hades , that they 
teach morality more effectually yand 
much better then the moſt able Phi- 

loſophers. . 
Monſieur 4Urfee was the firſt who 
retrived them from Barbarity , and 
brought them to rules, in his incom- 
parable Afrea ; the moſt" ingenious 
and moſt polite work, which ever ap- 
peared in this kind , and which has 
Eclipſed the glory which Greece, Ttaly, 
and Spain had acquired, Neverthe- 
leſs he has not diſcouraged thoſe who 
come after him toundertake what he 
had enterpriſed ; and has not ſo whol- 
ly. engroſſed the publick admiration z 
bur that ſome yet is left for the many 
excellent Romances, which have ap- 
peared in Fraxce fince his WNone 
can without aſtoniſhment look: upon; 
thoſe which aMaid, a WaRriqus by, 
er 


' tio -omances;*: 
her Modety: as by her merir, has pu- 
bliſhed under. a borrowed Name, de- 
priving her ſelf {6 generouſly of that 


glory which was her due,and notſeek® 


ing for a reward but in her vertue: 
as if while the travailed thus for the 
- honour of our Nation , ſhe would 
ſpare that ſhame to our ſex. Bur at 


the length , time has done her that 


Juſtice which (he denyed herſelf, and 


has informed us that the 1lluſtrious 


 . Baſſa, GraniCyrus, and Claliaare the , 


Works of Madam 4 Scudery; to the 
end that hereafter the art of making 
Romances , which might defend it 
ſelf againſt ſcrupulous cenſours, not 
onlyby the commendations which the' 
Patriarch Phoi#as .gives it, but like- 
wiſe by the great examples of thoſe. 
who © applyed themſelves thereto, 
mighr alſo.juſtifie it ſelf by hers; and 
which after having been*culrivated 
by Philoſophers , as Apnlens and A- 
thenazoras , by Roman Pterors, as S7- 


> 


fenna, by Conſuls as 'Petronims , by 
pretendors to the Empire as'Clodius 
Albinus , by Prieſts as Theodorus.Pro- 
drowns , by Biſhops as Heliodoras and 
Achilles Tatins , by Popes as Pius Se- 
cundas, who writ the Loves of Enrya- 
Ins and Lacretia , by Saints as Fohx 
Dam iſcenus z it had moreover thead- 
vantage to have be:n exerciſed by a 
wiſe and vertuous Maid. 

For your part, Sir, fince tis true, 
as I have demonſtrated, and Plutarch 
aſſures us, that one of the greateſt 
charms of a mans ſoul is the rifſue of 
a Fable well invented and well rela- 
red ; what ſucceſs then may not you 


preſume upon'from Zayde , where 


the Adventures are {o new and touch- 


ing , and the Narration (o juſte and 


{o polite. I could wiſh for the con- 


cern I have. for that great Princey 


whom Heaven has plac'd over us; 
that we had the Hiſtory of his won- 


derful 
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derful Reign writ ina ſtyle ſo Noble, 
and with as much accuratneſs and 
diſcernment. The Vertue which doth 
condud his actions is ſo Heroick, 

: and the Fortune which attends them Kh 
W ſo ſurprizing , that Poſterity would 
danbt whether ic were Hiſtory or 
Romance. 
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